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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses livelihood security among watershed beneficiaries in Kerala, which is an important topic for sustainable rural development. The study uses the Sustainable Livelihood Framework, a widely accepted approach for evaluating livelihood assets, making the work relevant to policymakers and development planners. Watershed-based livelihood assessments are still limited in India, so this study adds useful field-level evidence. However, the scientific contribution will be stronger after improving clarity, methodology description, and statistical interpretation.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is understandable but slightly long and descriptive.

Suggested alternative title

Security Assessment of IWMP Beneficiaries in Kerala Using the Sustainable Livelihood Framework


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is not fully comprehensive. It is descriptive and lacks key quantitative details such as sample size, major numerical results, and significance levels. It also does not clearly state the methodology or highlight the main implications.

Suggestions:

1. Add sample size (n = 150).

2. Mention the main results with numbers (e.g., % of medium LSI, significant differences).

3.Briefly specify the statistical tests used.

4.Add one sentence on the main conclusion or recommendation.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript presents relevant data, but several areas need improvement:

- The sampling procedure and variable definitions need more clarity.

- The formulas for index computation are not properly formatted and difficult to follow.

- The statistical results (Kruskal-Wallis and pairwise tests) sometimes contradict statements in the abstract.

- The discussion section is mostly descriptive and requires deeper interpretation and comparison with existing studies.

Overall, the study is scientifically reasonable but requires clearer methodology and stronger analysis.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are adequate but mostly older, with many citations more than 8–10 years old. Adding more recent studies on watershed management, livelihood security, or SLF applications (post-2018) would strengthen the manuscript.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language quality needs improvement. There are several grammatical errors, long sentences, and inconsistent formatting. A thorough language editing will improve readability and scholarly presentation.


	

	Optional/General comments


	1. Tables and figures require better formatting and clearer labels.

2. Watershed names should be written consistently throughout the paper.

3. Add study limitations and future research suggestions in the conclusion.
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