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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript focuses on the molecular identification of Spirometra erinaceieuropaei from a dog in Minjingu Ward, Babati District, Tanzania. This research is significant for understanding the epidemiology of zoonotic diseases caused by Spirometra spp.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of the article is suitable.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract of the article requires the following enhancements:
· Background Information: Include relevant background on Spirometra spp. to provide context for the study's significance.

· Methodology Clarification: Specify the molecular methods used in the study, particularly detailing the PCR process.

· Sample Size: Clearly state the number of fecal samples taken from dogs to quantify the research effort.

· Gene Specification: Mention the gene (cox1) that was amplified for PCR analysis.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are insufficient and require more updated sources.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Conduct a thorough proofreading of the manuscript to correct grammatical errors and improve overall clarity, ensuring it meets publication standards.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Suggested Improvements

Introduction Development:

· Recent References: Incorporate recent literature to provide a comprehensive review of existing studies related to Spirometra spp. and their impact on canine health.

Methodology

Sample Collection

· Clearly state the number of fecal samples collected from dogs to provide a clearer scope of the study.

Gel Electrophoresis

· Detail the gel electrophoresis process, specifying: 

· The percentage of agarose gel used.

· The type of buffer and nucleic acid stain applied.

· The voltage and duration of the electrophoresis process.

Results

· Figures Specification: In Figures 1 and 2, specify the size of the DNA marker used for clarity.

· Figure Removal: Consider deleting Figures 3, 4, and 5 from the text. Instead, submit the mentioned sequences to NCBI to obtain accession numbers in GenBank, which can be referenced in the manuscript.

Discussion

· Expanded Discussion: Provide a more detailed discussion that compares the findings with other studies, particularly focusing on the phylogenetic relationships with Spirometra spp. in other countries.

· Recent References: Include more recent references in the discussion section to support claims and enhance the manuscript's relevance.

References

· Unified Style: Ensure that all journal names are presented in abbreviated form rather than long form for consistency.

· Update References: The majority of references appear outdated; cite more recent studies to provide updated information on the topic.

General Recommendations

· Language Proofreading: Conduct a thorough proofreading of the manuscript to correct grammatical errors and improve overall clarity, ensuring it meets publication standards.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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