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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	β thalassaemia major refers to patients who have inherited two significant β thalassaemia alleles causing significant globin chain imba ance, who are dependent on blood transfusions to maintain life beyond early childhood. The alternative designation, transfusion- dependent thalassaemia, is often used, reflecting how patients are treated rather than any particular genotype or pathophysiology. It has been estimated that in the UK there are 20–30 births per year of babies with β thalassaemia major.
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	Iraq also now have mandatory premarital screening laws for hemoglobin disorders for all couples before marriage.
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