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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The paper helps to understand Daqu color and its fermentation capability. It identifies the colour as a functional indicator and correlates with microbial community with its metabolic features. The paper contributes to theoretical knowledge and practical guidance for monitoring and optimizing starter cultures in complex solid-state fermentations.​The work explains how color of Daqu used for making Baijiu is affected by types of microbes used and aroma during fermentation.  By understanding these differences, producers can better control flavor and quality in Baijiu. It helps make the traditional brewing process more predictable and guides improvements for better tasting and safer products
After reviewing the manuscript, I found that paper examines three colours white, black and yellow Daqu under different microbial community and volatile compilation with various compounds and microbial correlations. Study also relates these differences to Baijiu fermentation quality. Earlier, several researchers have explored microbial community and volatile compounds in Daqu and flavour by sequencing methodology [1,2].
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	Is the title of the article suitable?
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	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes abstract is comprehensive , explaining all the methodology used and clearing all the sections.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, in my opinion it's correct. I think the statistical result is not completely presented from the reader point of view.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, all the ref. used by author are of last 5 years, which shows this work has significance. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	YES.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Comprehensive, color-based functional profiling, which links metabolic and microbial characteristics directly to fermentation performance, is still relatively new, particularly when it comes to combining detailed volatile profiling in different Daqu colors with high-throughput microbial analysis in a single experimental design.
Author has done microbial enumeration by total coliform count, Lactic acid bacteria, Bacillus, yeasts, molds (Aspergillus, Rhizopus and Monascus) and in from all there white Daqu showing highest counts. The microbial diversity and community composition is also studied. 
The authors has performed statistical tests but have not completely or clearly presented the statistical analysis results to the reader. 

In my opinion manuscript can be published.
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