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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript is important for food security, especially in India. The study effectively justifies the use of DEA approach for the measuring technical efficiency over the SFA model, as being able to handle multiple inputs and outputs without imposing a functional form. The manuscript could provide policy implications that could boost the per hectare yield of paddy rice in the study area, and India at large.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of the manuscript is suitable.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive enough, although, it may be further reviewed if the suggestions for the manuscript are implemented.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The approach of the manuscript is scientifically correct, specifically the approach to the DEA analysis, although a detailed model specification is necessary for more clarity and coherence. The author(s) justified the use of DEA model sufficiently.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	No. The introduction section is lacking in supporting literatures. The author(s) is needed to properly structure the introduction with related literature that will taper from global issues facing paddy production to region-specific contexts. There is a need to include empirical findings of other literatures, to lend credence to findings of the study.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes. It is suggested that the author(s) change “percent” or “per cent” to symbol (%) form.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript could be further strengthened if the author(s) will include determinants analysis for the efficiency variations using a suitable regression analysis (possibly a Tobit regression).
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