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The Impact of the Matric Rewrite Program as an Instrument for Assisting Underperformed Learners in Public Schools in Capricorn South District, Limpopo Province, South Africa


Abstract
The matric rewrite program in South Africa is a crucial intervention that aims to resolve the issue of underperforming learners in public schools. This qualitative research study explores the effect of the matric rewrite program on learners who performed poorly in the Capricorn South district of the Limpopo Province and examines the program's effectiveness, challenges, and socio educational implications. The study adopted a phenomenological research design and used purposive sampling to select 25 participants that included learners who participated in the program, teachers, and school administrators. The researchers used semi structured interviews, focus group discussions, and document analysis to collect data, which allowed them to deeply understand the participants lived experiences. The results show that the program greatly improves learners' academic self-efficacy, helps them develop resilience, and equips them with the necessary skills to achieve the National Senior Certificate. Yet the lack of resources, socio economic difficulties, and the inadequacy of individualized support were pinpointed as the main obstacles that prevented program outcomes from reaching their full potential. The findings emphasize the importance of combining targeted academic support, community engagement, and policy reinforcement to fully harness the program's potential. By relating learners' experiences to the concepts of Social Cognitive Theory and Ubuntu philosophy, the study becomes part of the educational interventions discourse and offers a set of evidence-based recommendations that can help improve the quality of remedial education and reduce learner underachievement in South African public schools. 
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1 Introduction
Education is a main driver of social change, upward economic movement, and fairness, especially in post-apartheid South Africa, as stated by Spaull (2013) and Van der Berg (2015). The South African education system is still facing serious problems such as a high dropout rate, poor learner performance, and the unequal distribution of resources, despite numerous policy interventions aimed at increasing access and quality (Fleisch, 2008; Taylor, 2018). At the core of these problems is the National Senior Certificate (NSC) examination, also known as the matric examination, which is the critical gateway that opens access for learners to higher education, vocational training, and employment. Not passing matric means that the socio-economic situations experienced by the learners will continue to worsen, and as a result, those who come from historically disadvantaged communities, especially rural and semi-rural areas like Limpopo Province, will be the ones to suffer most (Taylor, 2018). 
To tackle these systemic problems, the matric rewrite program was invented as a strategic measure that offers underperforming learners a second chance to obtain their NSC successfully. This program aims at improving students' academic skills by providing them with carefully planned remedial instruction, revision sessions, and psychosocial support, and the main goal is to see both examination results and learner self-efficacy improving (Chisholm, 2004; Guskey, 2007). The program has been rolled out in public schools in Capricorn South district of Limpopo Province; thus, it is playing a pivotal role in the fight against underachievement and in supporting the academic growth of learners. 
While research to date has indicated the positive effects of remedial programs on learner performance, it has also been documented that these programs are faced with challenges such as lack of teaching resources, socio economic constraints, and insufficient individualized attention (Fleisch, 2008; Taylor, 2018). Besides, the larger socio-cultural environment, which includes parental involvement and peer support, also matters a lot in determining the effectiveness of such interventions (Letseka, 2012). Hence, the impact of the matric rewrite program can only be understood through a comprehensive study of the learner's experiences and the factors surrounding education that led to certain results. 
This research work is based on a qualitative phenomenological approach that helps to understand the impact of the matric rewrite program on underperforming learners in public schools within the Capricorn South district. By documenting the experiences of learners, teachers, and administrators, the study endeavours to respond to the main question: How does the matric rewrite program influence the academic performance, self-efficacy, and holistic development of underperforming learners in the Capricorn South district? 
Information derived from this research is expected to serve as a springboard for evidence-based intervention strategies aimed at improving remedial education, policy making, and the equity and quality discourse in the education sector of South Africa. 

2. Theoretical Framework 
The study's theoretical framework is based on Bandura's Social Cognitive Theory (SCT) and the Ubuntu philosophy, which collectively provide psychological and socio-cultural perspectives for comprehending the effectiveness of the matric rewrite program. By incorporating these models, one can thoroughly recognize the influence of learner characteristics, social interactions, and community support on academic achievements. 
2.1 Social Cognitive Theory 
Social Cognitive Theory (Bandura, 1986; 1997) explains that human learning and behaviour are significantly influenced by the interaction of cognitive, behavioural, and environmental factors. The concept of self-efficacy, which is one of the major ideas in SCT, denotes the belief of a person in their ability to carry out the necessary actions to achieve certain goals. The effect of one high self-efficacy is that it impacts the motivation, persistence, and resiliency, specifically in situations where the learners are confronted with academic difficulties (Zimmerman, 2000). 
SCT in the context of the matric rewrite program is a reference point to comprehend how different planned activities could boost the learners’ beliefs of their academic capabilities. Through repeated success in tasks, participation in guided instruction and peer observation, learners get more confidence in their exam success. The theory also acknowledges the importance of vicarious learning, where seeing the success of peers and characters' encouragement via teachers can elevate the learner’s motivation and active participation to the task (Bandura, 1997). In addition to that, SCT pinpoints the importance of self-regulatory processes like setting goals, planning, and even reflective thinking which are the main features of a well-organized tutorial program. 
2.2 Ubuntu Philosophy 
Whereas the cognitive aspect of SCT is dealt with by the psychological theory, Ubuntu philosophy provides a socio-cultural perspective, primarily focusing on the relationality, interconnectedness, and communal responsibility aspects (Letseka, 2012). One of the major characteristics of Ubuntu which is the expression "I am because we are" basically means that any individual can only be happy if the community is also happy. In the context of education, Ubuntu stresses the importance of teamwork, guidance, and support among learners as a way to achieving their growth. 
The utilization of the Ubuntu perspective to the matric rewrite program emphasizes the significance of social relationships and especially the ones that are formed around teachers, peers, families, and the community. For example, learner motivation and persistence are not only supported by the individual effort but are also promoted through encouragement from the teacher, learning and support between peers, and participation in family matters. Through the incorporation of Ubuntu, this study positions academic success as a collective effort with the outcomes of the learners being the result of the synergies within the school community. 
2.3 Integrative Theoretical Perspective 
By integrating SCT with Ubuntu philosophy, the study considers a multidimensional theoretical viewpoint. While SCT emphasizes the psychological and behavioural aspects through which learners gain self-efficacy, motivation, and resilience, Ubuntu puts these aspects into a social, cultural, and relational context. Together, they depict a detailed picture of how the matric rewrite program functions as a means of support for underperforming learners. 
This combined view of the program effectiveness proposition reveals that it depends on individual learner factors such as self-belief, persistence, and being goal oriented, on the one hand, and communal support structures that create possibilities for collaboration, guidance, and encouragement, on the other. Thus, on one hand, the matric rewrite program is thought of as a socio educational system that promotes not only cognitive, but also emotional and social development needs of students, rather than simply teaching intervention.  
3. Literature Review 
3.1 Academic Underperformance in South Africa 
The underperformance of learners in South African public schools has been a long standing and complex problem that has worsened in the provinces of Limpopo, Eastern Cape, and KwaZulu Natal, which are the areas that were most affected by apartheid (Spaull, 2013; Van der Berg, 2015). After several policy interventions aimed at improving access to education and learner achievement, the gap is still very wide, and the main reasons for that are poverty, poor condition of schools, and lack of teachers' preparation (Fleisch, 2008; Taylor, 2018). Studies show that children in rural and semi-rural areas, such as the Capricorn South district, become educationally disadvantaged due to the lack of textbooks, the Internet, and qualified teachers, and that these factors hinder their ability to get good matric results (Howie et al., 2017). The association of underperformance with learners' psychological and motivational attributes is beyond the structural factors. Bandura (1997) argues that a low level of self-efficacy learners' perception of their inability to master academic tasks is a negative factor in the learners' persistence, involvement, and strategic learning, and as a result, the failure rates get higher. Studies, conducted in South African settings, provide evidence to this effect by revealing that learners doubtful in their academic capacities, will hardly benefit from intervention programs provided for them and will be unlikely to use effective study methods (Pretorius & Mampuru, 2013). These are the reasons why the authors of these publications emphasize the necessity of providing a support system that enhances not only learners' mental, but also their academic capabilities. 
3.2 Matric Rewrite Programs as Remedial Interventions
 Programs for a matric rewrite represent planned corrective steps for learners who failed the National Senior Certificate exams to get a new chance to prove their knowledge and skills and get a certificate. Typically, such programs consist of intensive remedial lesson, exam preparation, time with a mentor, and some help with dealing with emotions (Chisholm, 2004; Guskey, 2007). The studies done abroad show that such initiatives become successful only when they involve a well-organized teaching plan, a learner centred approach, and the general focus on the communication between a student and a teacher (Schoer & Modise, 2019). These programs in South Africa are essential to the young people who can prevent the effects of academic failure on their socio-economic future by raising their chances to get a university place or a job (Taylor, 2018). Nonetheless, the research findings in the field indicate that there is a significant difference in the effectiveness of these programs; moreover, the success depends mainly on the design of the program, the teachers' skills, and the learners' involvement. Fleisch (2008) argues that remedial programs run into difficulties in various aspects of their implementation, the latter being, among others, insufficient the provision of resources for instruction, irregular teacher support, and high learner to teacher ratio, which all lead to the scarcely seen individual attention. In addition, socio economic obstacles like the learners' taking care of their families and lacking study materials, hinder participation and continuity and, in turn, the success of these programs (Taylor, 2018). 
3.3 Social Cognitive Perspectives on Remedial Education 
Bandura’s Social Cognitive Theory is a good Social Cognitive Theory is a good perspective to analyse the changes in learner outcomes brought about by matric rewrite programs. The theory maintains that the acquisition of skills occurs through the changes to interactions between one’s mind, behaviour models, and surroundings; also, the theory names “self-efficacy” the main source of motivation, perseverance, and good academic results (Bandura, 1986; 1997). The student’s conviction of his/her own power to achieve success in the task at hand is the main reason for a deep and renewed engagement in the remedial intervention, as well as for the implementation of the self-regulatory strategies, including setting the goals, time use and self-evaluation (Zimmerman, 2000). An essential part of interventions are structured mastery, continuous feedback and mutual encouragement, which have pronounced positive effects on academic self-efficacy and, consequently, higher academic achievement (Schunk & DiBenedetto, 2020). SCT explains how a combination of factors, such as targeted instructional strategies, supportive teacher engagement, and structured learning environments, can lead to an increase in the learners’ sense of competence and motivation in the case of matric rewrite programs. Additionally, SCT points to the vicarious learning as one aspect when, for example, a student seeing a classmate succeed and hearing the teacher encouraging them can make the student believe that he can also use the same method to reach his academic goals (Bandura, 1997). 
3.4 Ubuntu Philosophy and Socio-Cultural Dimensions 
While Bandura’s Social Cognitive Theory (SCT) largely focuses on cognitive aspects of learning, the Ubuntu philosophy, which is grounded in interconnectedness, shared responsibility, and social harmony, advocates that the growth of a person cannot be separated from the wellbeing and support of the community (Letseka, 2012). In the education sector, Ubuntu identifies the role of collaboration, mentorship, and peer support as the main factors that lead to learner success. Research conducted in South African schools have shown that learners involved in intervention programs implemented based on Ubuntu concepts demonstrate higher involvement, motivation, as well as mental toughness, since the support, which stems from the community, helps them cope with the psychological and socio economic pressures that are usually the causes of underperformance (Mncube & Harber, 2013). In matric rewrite programs, teacher mentorship, peer assisted learning, and parental involvement are some of the ways through which Ubuntu, as a relational network, facilitates learners' confidence and persistence. This socio-cultural view of learning not only supports SCT by showing that individual learning happens in a social context, but also emphasizes that academic recovery is both a personal and collective work. 

3.5 Challenges and Critical Considerations 
Literature on the issue abounds with references to socio economic constraints, lack of resources, and low motivation of learners as the key factors that influence the efficiency of matric rewrite programs. The studies have found that children from families living below the poverty line are likely to be burdened with conflicting duties such as employment and taking care of other family members, which eventually hold back their regular presence and active participation in the remedial sessions (Taylor, 2018). Moreover, the shortage of education resources such as textbooks, teaching aids, and digital tools, acts as a barrier to the production of quality, personalized instruction especially in schools that are under resourced (Fleisch, 2008). Taken together, these challenges underscore the need for interventions tailored to the context, which combine cognitive skills’ development with the provision of social support to maximize learning outcomes.  
3.6 Gaps in the Literature 
While the existing research has illuminated the outcomes of remedial and matric rewrite programs to some extent, there is still a significant gap in qualitative research that delves into the lived experiences of learners in specific districts such as Capricorn South. Most of the research has been of a quantitative nature in which aspects such as pass rates and statistical trends have been given prominence, thereby leaving out the psychosocial and relational factors that have an impact on learner engagement and success. Moreover, very few studies have gone as far as to combine theoretical frameworks, such as SCT and Ubuntu, to investigate the interaction of self-efficacy, motivation, and communal support that eventually results in academic performance. By bridging these gaps, this research imparts a detailed comprehension of the operation of the matric rewrite program within socio cultural and educational realities, thus implying the presence of both cognitive and communal mechanisms that aid underperforming learners. 
4. Research Methodology 
4.1 Research Design 
The research employed a qualitative phenomenological research design to uncover the lived experiences of learners, teachers, and administrators involved in the matric rewrite program in public schools within the Capricorn South district of Limpopo Province. The use of phenomenology was justified as it facilitates getting a deep understanding of the participants' subjective experiences, perceptions, and the meanings they ascribe to their participation in the program (Creswell & Poth, 2018). By concentrating on how learners go through the matric rewrite process, the study intended to record the complex interaction between the individual, social, and institutional factors that influence academic performance and learner development. 
4.2 Population and Sampling 
The study population included learners who had undergone the matric rewrite program, teachers who are responsible for the program delivery, and school administrators who are overseeing the implementation. Purposive sampling was utilized to pick 25 participants who can give rich, detailed, and relevant information about the program’s impact. The sample consisted of fifteen learners, seven teachers, and three administrators. Purposive sampling was a perfect match for this research as it made possible the inclusion of the people who were directly engaged in the program and had the ability to express their deep understanding of the program's achievements and challenges in a nuanced manner (Patton, 2015). 
4.3 Data Collection 
The methods employed for data collection were semi structured interviews, focus group discussions, and document analysis. Semi structured interviews gave learners, teachers, and administrators the opportunity to express their experiences in their own language, and the interviewer had the liberty to probe for further clarification. Focus group discussions with learners allowed the sharing of collective experiences and perspectives, thus, making it easy to identify both common themes and differences in points of view. Document analysis such as the review of program records, learner performance data, and examination results were used as a method of triangulation to confirm the accuracy and reliability of the qualitative findings. Together, these methods helped to uncover the procedural as well as the psychosocial aspects of the matric rewrite program in a comprehensive way. 
4.4 Data Analysis 
The data analysis was based on Braun and Clarke’s six step thematic analysis process (2006). The first step involved transcription and familiarization through repeated reading. Next, the researchers generated codes to highlight significant data segments, followed by the creation of themes that reflected the patterns and ideas of the data. These themes were scrutinized and adjusted to ensuring they were in line with the research objectives and theoretical frameworks of Social Cognitive Theory and Ubuntu philosophy. The last stage involved the integration of the research results into a consistent text that not only combined the learners lived experiences but also the wider socio educational contexts. 
4.5 Ethical Considerations 
Ethical considerations played a very important role in this research, and they were concerned with the protection, dignity, and rights of the participants. Approval for the research was granted by the Turfloop Research Ethics Committee before the commencement of data collection. The participants were given full information regarding the research purpose, the voluntary nature of participation, as well as the right to withdraw at any time without any consequences. Stringent confidentiality measures were practiced through the usage of pseudonyms and inaccessibility to research data storage. Moreover, the research work was in line with the principles of beneficence and non-maleficence, thus, the participants' involvement led to knowledge generation while at the same time, the possibility of harm was kept at a minimum. 
4.6 Trustworthiness of the Study 
It is very important to provide for the trustworthiness of qualitative research to show the credibility, dependability, confirmability, and transferability of the results (Lincoln & Guba, 1985). This research took various measures to achieve these goals and hence improve the rigor as well as the validity of the findings. 
One of the ways used to ensure credibility was data triangulation. This consisted of semi structured interviews, focus group discussions, and document analysis. By employing this method, the researchers were able to find the point of agreement between the evidence from various sources, thus, providing a more comprehensive understanding of the program's impact. Furthermore, member checks involved the exchange of the preliminary results with the participants to get their feedback on the correctness of the researchers' interpretations and the truthful representation of their experiences. The process of going back to participants for explanation was thus a continuous one which contributed greatly to the study findings and at the same time, the researcher bias was reduced. 
Dependability was taken care of through the creation of an exhaustive audit trail that documented all methodological decisions, data collection procedures, and analytic processes. This openness is conducive to the work of external reviewers or other researchers who follow the process of decision making and hence, they are able to verify whether the current study can be reproduced in similar contexts. Moreover, the research design was used uniformly for all the participant groups hence there was methodological consistency and systematic data handling. 
Confirmability was supported by reflexivity that allowed the researcher to examine personal assumptions, potential biases, and their impact on data interpretation in a critical way. Throughout the study, the researcher kept a reflexive journal to record insights, analytic decisions, and emergent interpretations, thus, ensuring that the final conclusions were drawn from participants' narratives rather than from the researcher's preconceived ideas. 
Transferability was made possible by providing detailed and contextualized descriptions of the participants, program implementation, and socio educational settings. Giving comprehensive accounts of the Capricorn South district schools and the operational context of the matric rewrite program allows other researchers and practitioners to make a judgment on the applicability of the findings in similar educational environments. 
All in all, these measures put in place to ensure the trustworthiness of the study help to guarantee that the findings are credible, dependable, confirmable, and transferable. By strictly observing methodological integrity, the research becomes a robust and reliable investigation of the matric rewrite program as a source of the academic, psychological, and social experiences of underperforming learners.  
5. Results and Discussion 
5.1 Learners’ Academic Self Efficacy 
Most of the time, the students emphasized that the matric rewrite program was the source of their confidence and belief in their success. To illustrate, one learner shared: 
“I used to feel that passing was out of my reach, however, now I comprehend that I can study in a different way and even grasp the work on my own." 
This evidence is in line with Bandura's (1997) idea who maintained that an individual's own success is the most important factor to self-efficacy. The teachers also confirmed that students were more involved and committed to their studies during the sessions for the preparation of the rewrite. 
5.2 Program Structure and Pedagogical Approaches 
The planned program of the institution, which had provisions for extra teaching hours and mainly focus on tutoring in the subjects such as Mathematics, Physical Sciences, and English, was regarded as very helpful. A teacher commented, 
"The focused sessions allow us to address learners’ weaknesses directly, which is not always possible during regular school hours.” 
Nevertheless, obstacles like large classes and shortage of materials made it difficult to give students the required personalized attention. 
5.3 Socio Economic and Contextual Challenges 
Students revealed that the economic conditions had a negative impact on their school attendance as well as activities including performing jobs, part time work, and taking care of the family at the expense of school going. For instance, one learner revealed that: 
"I sometimes miss some sessions because I have to help my mother at home and then it becomes very difficult for me to catch up." 
Such results agree with the previously conducted surveys, which pointed out the cash strapped situations that are linked with academic performance problems and South Africa as a country as an ecosystem in which these factors intersect (Taylor, 2018). 
5.4 Communal Support and Ubuntu 
Communal support was one of the most important themes that were discussed. The respondents spoke highly of the role that the cheering of the friends, guidance from the teacher, and parental involvement played in their motivation. To illustrate, a principal said: 
"When school and family come together, learners have no choice but to succeed; Ubuntu is our core value." 
This discovery corroborates the theoretical incorporation of the Ubuntu philosophy whereby it shows that academic recovery is not only facilitated by individual effort but also through collective support. 
5.5 Overall Impact on Academic Outcomes 
Documents analysed pointed out that the learner performance got better as a result of the program with many students being able to get pass grades after their involvement in the program. Though the improvements were different from one student to another, most students expressed that the program gave them necessary skills to prepare for the exam, manage time, and do self-directed study. These results are a great support to the effectiveness of redoing matric as a solution to underperformance, however, it also depends on whether there are enough resources and if students are motivated. 
6. Conclusion 
These findings from the study position the matric rewrite program as a leading measure to solve the problem of underachievement among public school learners in Capricorn South district of Limpopo Province. Notably, the initiative has a positive impact on learners' academic self-efficacy, instils characters of resilience, and equips learners with resolved ways to achieve the National Senior School Certificate. Examination of the learners' experiences exposes that repeated successful encounters, guided learning, and cooperative peer interactions are the major contributors to students’ confidence and motivation, hence, it is in line with Bandura’s Social Cognitive Theory. 
Simultaneously, the integration of Ubuntu philosophy emphasizes the communal support factor, thereby pointing out that success of the learners is not a unitary concept but rather, a net of influence including teacher guidance, peer encouragement, and parental involvement. While the positives are evident, the research also points to the prevalent socio-economic hurdles, lack of adequate personalized support and scarce resources, which could fully diminish the capability of the program. Placing the program at the intersection of both cognitive and socio-cultural theories, this research argues that an effective remedial education call for a holistic approach whereby learners' psychological are met alongside their instructional and social contexts.  
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