EDITORIAL COMMENTS FORM 

	EDITORIAL COMMENT’S on revised paper (if any)
	Authors’ response to editor’s comments

	1. In the abstract and in the methods section, the authors should clearly highlight the study design. Is it cross-sectional, cohort, or cases-controls?

Why convenience sampling? The results cannot be generalized to all population from the sample obtained.

What was the sample size calculation, and what was the basis for it?

Tables, the sample size is n, not N.

The authors should add the source in tables and figures

For children from 8-17 years, an assessment of participation from the children and the consent form from parents are needed. This should be clear in the manuscript.

	Firstly, we would like to thank the editor for reviewing our paper and giving us the opportunity to make necessary corrections. All of the changes mentioned below have been highlighted in blue in the manuscript. The study is, in fact, cross-sectional. The information has been added in the abstract and the methods section.
The sample was by convenience and no sample size calculation was made because this was the hospital where we had an opening in the ICUs to collect data here in the region. All patients in the hospital at the time were analysed. We agree that this may affect generalization, but we have added the word “descriptive” in the methods to make it clearer that the study is describing the obtained results only. However, even though the sample was by convenience, we still believe the study is relevant, due to the number of participants and the fact that the results make it evident that there is a need for oral health attention in ICUs. We have added the convenience sample as a limitation of the study, for transparency. 

“n” has been corrected in the Tables.

Source has been added in Tables and Figures.

The information about the assent and consent terms has been added and highlighted in the text. 
We would like to thank you once again, for all the comments, suggestions, and the opportunity to revise our paper. 
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