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Abstract
[bookmark: _Toc509488605][bookmark: _Toc511206580]This paper explores the impact of education on children through the lens of Amu Djoleto’s novel, The Strange Man. While education is recognised as a fundamental right for children, it is often overlooked by parents. This constitutes a great problem which needs to be solved. Growing up in the village of Botoi with his parents, his brother and his sister, Mensa frequently found himself in problematic situations. Consequently, he was sent to Accra to reside with his mentor, Mr. Lomo, with the intention of becoming a refined Christian. However, this plan was thwarted when Mr. Lomo recognised Mensa’s candour and unpolished manner, and traits associated with someone from a rural background. Mensa retained this straightforwardness throughout his life, gaining both admirers and detractors, although all acknowledged his honesty. This highlights the need for this study, which aims to identify the issues surrounding education for children and explore its various dimensions. To conduct this research effectively, the methodological approach that I have employed is a qualitative approach that includes both documentary research and Internet sources, such as e-books and academic articles, alongside traditional library sources. The study is informed by a Marxist critical approach, focusing on class struggle, as it examines the relationship between children and adults in educational contexts. One of the key findings of the research is that education is often overlooked by parents although it is one the children’s rights. Another key finding is that some steps have to be taken in order to stop this phenomenon. The findings indicate that the portrayal of education in the novel has significant repercussions for children. The study concludes that formal education is crucial and must be taken seriously by parents, not only in Africa but globally. The scholarly significance of this study is that other scholars may use its results to carry out similar research works.
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Introduction
Education significantly impacts children, as demonstrated in Amu Djoleto’s The Strange Man. Education, which is a fundamental right of children, typically requires parents to properly educate their children at home and enrol them in school (Qizi et al., 2024 ; Calle et al., 2022 ; Szczechowski, 2022). However, it is evident that many parents do not prioritise children’s education, leading to a societal issue. This study aims to address the challenges surrounding children’s education and explore its complexities. To effectively conduct this research, I have employed a qualitative approach centered on documentary research which includes both online sources like e-books and academic articles, as well as traditional library sources. 
The theoretical framework of this study is based on the Marxist critical approach, which emphasises class struggle (Kalita & Namati, 2021 ; Parkin, 2019). This literary theory is particularly relevant as it highlights the conflict between the class of adults, represented by parents, and the class of children. From a Marxist perspective, education in The Strange Man is framed as an ideological state apparatus which serves the ruling class by instilling “false consciousness” in the working class. The protagonist of the novel, Mensa, is sent to school and leaves with little regret because the schools are depicted as corrupt and brutal, but their official curriculum is used to teach pupils to accept and reproduce capitalist inequalities and ideologies. The schools normalise the idea that success is based on merit, ignoring the systemic advantages that perpetuate class differences, and ultimately prepare working-class children for a life of exploitation.
These theories and methods are effective in fostering a deeper understanding of the theme under investigation, allowing for a literary analysis of formal education and its effects on children, particularly through the lens of the chosen novel. Close reading of narrative structure, character behaviour, and dialogue related to schooling and discipline are used in the process of textual analysis. The study focusses on three main aspects: clarification of key concepts, parental commitment to education, and the subsequent effects of education on children.

1. [bookmark: _Toc509488603][bookmark: _Toc511206578]Clarification of Key Concepts
Etymologically speaking, the term “education” is derived from two Latin words “educare (educere)” and “Educatum.” “Educare” means “to train or mould”. It also means “to bring up or to lead out or to draw out, propulsion from inward to outward”. The term “Educatum” denotes the act of teaching. It sheds light on the principles and practice of teaching. The term “Educare” or “Educere” mainly indicates the development of the latent faculties of the child. But the child does not know these possibilities. It is the teacher or the educator who can know these and take appropriate methods to develop these powers (S. Kumar & S. Ahmad, 2014). Webster defines education as the process of educating or teaching […]. Educate is further defined as “to develop the knowledge, skill, or character of...” (J. L. Yero, 2022, p. 1).
S. Kumar and S. Ahmad (2014) further define ‘education’ as the purposive, conscious or unconscious, psychological, sociological, scientific and philosophical process which brings about the development of the individual to the fullest extent and also the maximum development of society in such a way that both enjoy maximum happiness and prosperity. They summarise this definition as: the development of an individual according to his or her needs and demands of the society of which he or she is an integral part. This etymology can shed light on the basic meaning of education. “Education, in a very general sense, can be summed up at a basic level as referring to an experience or act that has a formative effect on the mind, character or physical ability of an individual. In the sense that it is formative means that education is serving to form something and particularly something that will have a long lasting effect on the personal mind and faculties. The most obvious example of this is the ability to understand and use language and skills which is then used throughout an individual’s life” (M. Biya, 2013).
Within the social and cultural context, education can be seen as the process through which society transmits its accumulated knowledge, values and skills from one generation to the next. In this sense, education is not only used to instill the values and norms of a given society, but it is also an important element of the socialisation process. Different forms of education have different structures of learning that define the learning process and what is seen as educational achievement.
In the western society, education is very much an individual endeavour based on accumulation of knowledge that is proven through individual assessment. This is often based on hierarchal structures, such as schools and universities that award people for educational achievement, based on their own models. The educational system of a given society can say a lot about society itself as it often reflects the dominant values of that society. Educational systems are not just about teaching people subjects; they are also about socialising people and transferring the value systems of the society in which they are. I believe that other forms of education such as learning through networks, home teaching, popular education, forum theatre and other alternative forms of education are much more inclusive and empowering than western mainstream education. Education does not have to be an individualistic and meritocratic experience, it can be cooperative, inclusive and community minded.
The purposes of education evolve with time and vary from one continent to another. Many authors around the world have stated the purpose of education. Martin Luther King Jr thinks education should empower individuals to become more capable, allowing them to achieve their life goals with greater ease. It ought to train the mind for deep and ongoing contemplation. Simultaneously, it should unify human existence by emphasising core ideals. Education needs to provide us with the ability to think clearly and impartially. Thinking is one of the most challenging tasks one can engage in, and thinking impartially is even more difficult. Nevertheless, this is the primary responsibility of education. It should inspire us to transcend the many layers of half-truths and biases. It should enable us to evaluate and contemplate in order to distinguish truth from falsehood, what is relevant from what is not, and reality from illusion. Simply knowing the truth is insufficient; we must also cherish the truth and be willing to make sacrifices for it (C. Clayborne et al. [Eds.], 2023).
Rabindranath Tagore believed that the aim of education is to instill in individuals a sense of identity as a complete human being and to align education with the essence of life. He viewed this self-realisation as the ultimate goal of education. A “total man,” according to Tagore, is someone who prioritises his identity as a human being over his birth or social status. For him, what truly matters is not his socio-economic background, caste, creed, or religion, but rather the conviction that he is, above all, a human being (B. Indrani, 2019, p. 3). Rabindranath Tagore defines the purpose of education as self-realisation. According to him, this realisation by everyone is the goal of education. Self-realisation means the realisation of the universal soul in one’s self. Man’s aim in life is to achieve this status. It is a process which cannot be realised without education (T. Pushpanathan, 2013, p. 43).
Rabindranath Tagore distinguishes five purposes of education which are integral development, physical development, mental development, harmony with the environment, and earning livelihood. Integral development is the fact of enriching oneself through the fullness of knowledge, and to establish a bond of love and friendship between men. Physical development is the education of the body through physical activities. Mental development is emphasised through bookish learning. Harmony with the environment means that the education that a child receives should create harmony with his environment; for that he must know this environment. Earning livelihood is to earn money in order to live (T. Pushpanathan, 2013, p. 43-44). Throughout history, the enduring goal of education has been to help individuals reach their complete potential as human beings. While other objectives for education have been commonly recognised – such as cultivating intelligence, addressing societal requirements, aiding economic progress, building a capable workforce, readying students for employment, and supporting a specific sociopolitical structure – the primary aim remains the full development of the individual (A. W. Foshay, 1991, p. 23).
[bookmark: _Toc509488623][bookmark: _Toc511206598]To sum up all the authors cited above, I can say that the fundamental purpose of education is to transfigure the human personality into a pattern of perfection through a synthetic process of development of the body, the enrichment of the mind, the sublimation of the emotions and the illumination of the spirit. Referring to education, K. K. Chetry (2024, p. 659-660) posits:
Education is a vital and integral component of any person’s life. It is the process of obtaining or transferring knowledge that contributes to the development of a competent personality, thereby increasing one’s quality of life. […]. Formal education occurs in a structured and organised setting, such as a training education institution or in the workplace. In terms of time, objectives, and resources, it is pre-planned and structured as education. It is intentional learning from the learner’s point of view, leading to degrees and certifications. [...].
Informal learning is education that occurs outside of standard formal learning contexts such as a university, school, or college. It is defined as learning that occurs in our everyday life or learning missions undertaken by us to teach ourselves. This learning is based on daily living experiences such as peer groups, family, media, or any other stimulus in the learner’s environment. […]. 
Informal education is the first education that the child acquires at home in his family, on the street and in his environment. This is what the current study is concerned with. 
 Informal family education plays a very important role in children's development, especially in social and emotional skills. In the family environment, children learn through daily interactions with family members, which gives them the opportunity to understand values such as honesty, responsibility, hard work and empathy. (Aslan, 2017, cited by Abdul Wahab Syakhrani, 2024, p. 619).
1.2. Parental Commitment to Education
Parents are the first actors of education. They play an important role in their children’s education. They are the children’s first teachers. As such, they must spend time with them and provide a supportive environment in the house. They must connect with their children’s school, encourage them and discuss their problems with them. Parents have the responsibility to advise children on how to develop study habits, maintain a balance between love and strictness, monitor their children’s learning and ensure that they are not overscheduled.
It is important for parents to assume their responsibility; however, every parent does not succeed in assuming this responsibility. But there are some who assume their parental responsibilities and go beyond, making sacrifices to offer their children the best education that exists. It is the case of Mensa’s parents in The Strange Man. Despite their poverty, Old Anang and his wife have the ambition to give their children a good education. In fact, in the novel, Mensa’s parents are in a dilemma as far as his education is concerned. His mother wants him to go to his uncle’s house to attend school while Old Anang does not want him to do so. He wants to raise his children himself. The quotation below is a proof:
‘I agree,’ said Old Anang’s wife when she and her husband were alone in their farm, ‘that our two sons should go to school; but I don’t want Mensa to attend the school in our village. I don’t think the catechist likes him. Mensa will never be happy if he becomes a pupil of that man. […]’.
 ‘What are we going to do then?’ asked Old Anang thoughtfully. 
‘I think we can send him to your cousin, Mr. Lomo, the head teacher, in Accra,’ she suggested. 
‘I don’t want other people to look after my children,’ Old Anang said, meaning every word of it. (p. 58)
This quotation shows on the one hand Mensa’s parents’ love toward their children and their willingness to give them a good education. As good parents, the have thought it worthwhile to find an adequate solution to their offspring’s educational deviance. In so doing, they seek to break the chains of Marxism which frames education in the novel as an ideoloical apparatus which serves the ruling. In other words, they seek to make their son a good citizen. On the other hand, it shows that Old Anang and his wife are is responsible parents who will never shirk their parental responsibilities. 
Old Anang is a very wise and great man who puts education above everything. He thinks that education is so important that a child must be raised by his own parents instead of being sent to others. He finds a big problem in his wife’s suggestion that they should send Mensa to Mr. Lomo. Here is his state of mind about the situation:
First, it would appear as if he was shirking his parental responsibility. Second, he would have to have enough money on hand all the time to send to his cousin to cover his son’s board and lodging. Third, his son was a challenge for him. […] On the other hand, to let Mensa remain in the village will not be altogether salutary. […].  He was in a painful dilemma and did not like it. His pride was involved and yet he has to take a decision. He pondered the problem for some time and it became clear to him that he had to accept his wife’s suggestion. (p. 59)
Despite Old Anang’s willingness to raise his children himself, he lets him go elsewhere because he thinks it is the best solution to the situation they face. He sends his son to study at Mr. Lomo’s house and does all that he can to pay the board and the lodging fees. Despite the distance, he ensures that Mensa gets a good education.as a good father, Old Anang has opted to spend money on his son’s education to prevent him from dropping from school. He leaves no stone unturned to make sure that his son succeeds in school and by extension in life, once more in order to break the chains of Marxism as it is peddled in the novel under study.
Old Anang’s decision to send his son to study elsewhere is not the best one. In fact, he makes this decision because he does not want his son to be trained by the catechists in the village who are after him. He makes his decision because he does not want his children to be religiously fanatical. By making this decision, he has forgotten one point. The point is that, even elsewhere, Mensa will be raised by the catechists. So, sending him to study elsewhere and letting him study in the village are all the same. Mensa would be well educated if he stayed in the village to study. At least, there, he would have grown up under his parents’ eyes. Old Anang is a good father whose determination for his children’s education has no limit. Even near to death, he insists on education and gives his children advice which will lead them to success in these terms:
Though I’ve been poor, I’m not in debt, I’ve no grievance. I’ve no malice against anyone and I’ve never expected anyone to work my ruin. I’m grateful to all for everything. Note this point, my children: never make friends, never make friends. People are more often ruined by their friends than their enemies. You have to be nice to people […] you may achieve happiness by getting what you never really worked for desperately. If you get it thank your star and keep quiet. You are supposed to believe in God but if you happen to be unable to do as He wishes, you may end up in hell. (p. 155-157)
This quotation is full of wise advice that a father could give to his children. In fact, Old Anang asks his children to be honest, to always speak their mind and ensure that the words they utter do not offend anybody. He asks them to work hard to earn their living as he does. Through his advice, he fulfils his responsibility as a father. Scarce are fathers who assume their responsibility like that. Old Anang is an exceptional and unique father. He teaches his children to avoid having friends who often ruin people more than their enemies. Hee again, he goes against Marxism as it appears in the novel, which is a good point.
In the novel, Old Anang is not the only person who assumes his parental responsibility. His wife too assumes it. After her husband’s death, she is the one who has taken the relay as far as her children’s education is concerned. She is as determined as her husband to educate her children well. To support her children’s education, she gives up her pride and goes to borrow money from her enemy and sets up a business:
I think you know that he will be going to the middle boarding school in Accra. Tete, his brother, will attend the middle school in this village. There’s their children who have also been going to school. I need the money to pay their fees but I can’t work the farms my husband has left alone, and make enough money to pay all the fees of my children. […] ‘I’ve decided to become a trader in wax print and some as security. I can start with a hundred pounds. […] I’m sure I will be able to make the money and refund your hundred pounds and the interest on it to you. I expect to work hard and it fast in the neighboring village. I’m quite healthy too. (p. 164) 
In this quotation, we see how Old Anang’s wife wants her children to be educated and the combat she is ready to lead for her children’s education. She so preoccupied by her children’s education so much so that she decides to carry on the struggle for it alone after her husband’s death. She is thus determined to fight against the Marxist approach prevailing in the world depicted in the novel. The combat she leads for her children’s education does not make her an extraordinary woman. Most women will do like her because women are able to do the worst for their children education. It is the case of Nasula, the main character of Binwell Sinyangwe’s A Cowrie of Hope (2000). Nasula is a woman who fights body and soul to ensure a formal education to her girl Sula. In fact, she confronts her in-laws. She has then “broken the bondage to tradition and opens to emancipation” (Y. C. Aguessy, 2014, p. 76). Nasula also travels on foot through the forest during nights, and grows foods that she sells to earn money for her daughter’s school fees. Old Mensa also becomes a good father and sends all his children in very good schools. He is in touch with his children’s school educator and discusses their problems with him. In fact, Odele goes to Achimota College which Tete asserts is one of only three best schools in the country. Education is very important in life. It is a basis of good life and a sign of freedom. 
Firstly, education is a vehicle of knowledge. In fact, it provides us with knowledge of social conduct, strength, character and self-respect. Thus, “Education is a continuous learning experience, learning from people, learning from success and failures, learning from leaders and followers and then growing up to be person we are meant to be” (A. Bhardwaj, 2016, p. 24). Through education, Mensa gets knowledge which makes him a great man with a full brain. Thanks to education, he has been able to know Accra and to experience people’s living conditions there, an opportunity that his friends in the village do not get.  He learns to be a good citizen and a good Christian through the education he gets from the catechists. He has been taught a set of rules which a good citizen and good Christian must follow. These rules are: not to steal; to wash twice a day, to go to church every Sunday; not to shout at home; to do as everybody does. Thanks to education, Mensa also knows that he should respect elders and that he must not argue with them. He understands that education is important and he resolves to give his children a good education.
Secondly, education helps to have independent thought. In fact, education is not only about absorbing facts. Rather, it is about learning to think properly. It teaches to think critically and to make better decisions. Thus, Old Anang teaches his children to have independent thoughts in these terms:
Speak your mind freely, but if you think there are too many people around who will destroy you because they don’t know or can’t understand you, translate your ideas into that harmless personal way of life that makes for peace, hope and light in your dark corner. (p. 156)
The ongoing quotation shows that it is good to have independent thoughts. This further highlights his contempt against the Marxist approach which is in vogue in the community depicted in the novel. The moral lesson behind this quotation is that we must speak our mind, but we must do so in such a way that we should not bring trouble in our neighbourhood.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mensa is called Old Mensa though he is not advanced in age because he always says freely what he thinks. The following quotation is the proof: “Mensa always hated violence, cheating and malice; he was an original thinker and said things, not because he was supposed to say them, but because he thought they were right by his own estimation of them” (p. 224). The quotation shows that people should avoid indulging in violence, cheating and malice which are part and parcel of Marxism as it occurs in the novel under study. It invites people to be plain-spoken whatever the situation the face. Old Mensa lived his life without rivalries, but confident in his own abilities, he felt comfortable with himself. When neighbours referred to him, it was with awe and respect, but also noting the complexity of his personality and individuality that they couldn’t fathom (C. Adjoe, 2023, p. 36).
Thirdly, education helps people to earn respect. Educated people always respect the others. It is the case of the ministers of religion, in The Strange Man, who are respected: “Ministers of religion were not only highly respected but were freely given gifts” (p. 118). This excerpt puts the emphasis on the benefits of education through the example of the ministers of religion who are respected because they are very important personalities who have received a very good education. This education leads them to avoid the traps of Marxism as it occurs in The Strange Man, and their acquired good behaviour calls for people’s high respect and free donations. The discipline that the religious teachings that they have received have instilled in them have thus made that good citizens.
 Fourthly, education prevents people from being fooled. In fact, education shields us from people who are used to duping others. When you are educated, it is easier to tell if a person is lying or not. This is proved by the story of the bell man and the hunter in the novel. In fact, the bell man is a man who is used to lying to people: “He told lying stories about how he used to be a superb hunter but had stopped hunting when somebody, out of envy, which he said, the church had strongly condemned, stole his gun” (p. 140). The hunter, being educated, notices that the bell man is lying and decides to set him a trap in order to make him confess. According to the story of the bell man and the hunter, the hunter tells lies because he is uneducated, as opposed to the bell man who does not tell lies because he is educated. Although the hunter is uneducated, he indulges in the principles of Marxism as far as education is concerned. He is a dishonest man, a liar and to some extent a thief, which makes him a corrupt man. Tis shows that some uneducated people may be worse than people who have received bad education. The hunter further displays his corrupt attitude when he lets the bell man accompany him to hunt and abandons him in the darkness of the forest in front of an undistinguished animal. The bell man gets afraid and vanishes. The hunter then comes to him and their conversation reads: 
“…Get up, will you, and let’s go home. You are for ringing church bells, not hunting!”
“I don’t quite understand,” said the bell man, embarrassingly confused.
“You will never understand,” said Gadago. “There’s one thing I’ll do to deflate your confidence which is based on words, and imagination which is founded on an empty confidence in God. I’ll tell every bit of what happened tonight to the young boys in the village whom you’ve worried for so long! This is the kind of story they’d like to hear about you!”
“Please don’t!” the bell man begged.
“I will. It’s a true story, after all!”
“I’ll supply you with free cassava and yam for two months if you don’t tell anybody about this,” the bell man tried to bribe Gadago.
“Aha! There you are! In our conversation you condemn in strong language bribery and other evils you say you find in people but now that you are in trouble, your first impulse is to offer a bribe. If everybody bribes just once, you still have bribe rampant!” (p. 143-144)
The quotation above shows how the hunter has fooled by the bell man. He discovers that the bell man is lying because he is educated. He opts to bribe him so that he should not tell his sad story to the young boys in the village. As an educated man, the bell man’s discipline has prevented him from retaliating to the hunter’s trick through violence. Instead, he has resorted to bribery in order to silence him. In the same vein, one may infer that the hunter lacks discipline because he is uneducated. The hunter is thus a hypocrite who seeks to judge the poor bell man. Hypocrites are people who are based on words. But, in practical life, they are unable to conform to their teachings. This quotation as well as the one of The Tears of Lucifer shows that hypocrites enjoy the judgment of others (D. Appiah-Adjei, 2014, p. 31, quoted by C. Y. Aguessy, F. Kéïta and A. B. Ayédon, 2022, p. 65).
Education enables people to get an employment. It equips them with skills and tools that help them get enrolled in organisations where they render services for income. Thanks to the skills that Mensa has got at school, he is employed as a clerk, first, at the secretary’s office, then after a year he is posted to the lands department:
It was the practice for a boy of average intelligent to get job in the administrative service of the country after finishing at this boarding school. Mensa was no exception and was employed as a clerk first at the secretariat; then after a year was posted to the land department back to the secretariat again before he went through his probation period of three years. (p. 196)
This quotation shows how it is easy to get an employment if you are educated. It also shows that it is important to work hard at school, because one thing is to go to school and another thing is to work hard at school. Lazy students do not get any employment. Mensa attends the school till the secondary school and gets a job. The fact that he gets employed is in accordance with the realities of his epoch. We must understand that with the time, it is not the secondary school studies which give good jobs. The main opening of education is employment in the public sector or in the private sector. The Marxist approach in the society depicted in the novel does not favour this as it is geared towards corruption. Mensa has been able to get a job because of the sound discipline in which he has been bread and educated.
Education helps in improving one’s lifestyle. In fact, most educated people have a good lifestyle. That is to say that they wear classic garments, eat in the best hotels and own some of the latest technological gadgets; in other words, they are wealthy. For example, Mensa has a big and beautiful house of his own and sends his children to a prestigious school where the school fees are very high: “He had his own house, had thought his children were receiving the best education; for what he had tried to make sure of was that his children should not get the same kind of schooling he had endured” (p. 220). The excerpt proves that Mensa has become very wealthy and is determined to spend money on his children’s education. By “the same kind of schooling he had endured”, he is alludes to the physical punishment he has undergone from the catechist as a student. He ensures that none of his children gets punished. He even changes school to his daughter, Odele, because she has been punished without reason. Education is very important. An educated person is a free man. The importance of education is summed up in the quotation below:
The end product of education was man realization of what the life he faced was worth and his relationship with it; his rational grasp of his environment and of himself; his developed intellect that enabled him not to be committed necessarily or even at all to what all other men on earth thought and said; his freedom to seek the truth, the spiritual happiness or whatever faith he desired, upon which he could anchor his life which was buffeted because the whole of creation was founded on treacherous restlessness and ever remained restless and was full of dismal uncertainties, and that the only certainty he could have would be a certainty of a never-ending battle in a settled style, to adjust his life which would be extinguished one day and would be lost to dark nothingness. (p. 112)
Through the above quotation, it is obvious that education must give a sense to life. It means that there is no life without education. So, the education that someone receives must be in harmony with his environment, his culture, and his relationship. Education must provide people with happiness, freedom. Education must enlighten everybody in life through the discipline it provides.
Talking about the importance of education, Y. C. Aguessy (2014, p. 79) shows that education is a tool for salvation. He explains that: “education offers better life, improved health care, skilled workforce, better employment opportunities, high salaries increased, saving and greater opportunities for the future life.” This quotation shows that education is very important and is an essential element to a successful and happy life. Besides, education helps to educate others. In effect, the essential thing to remember about education is that it should be conveyed to other generations. In the novel, Old Anang gives his children a good education. In turn, his children, mainly Mensa, also gives his children a good education. This is proved by the following quotation: 
[bookmark: _Toc509488629]Old Mensa had thought his children were receiving the best education, […]. His plan was that his children start with the local religious school and after the first eight or nine years, they would go to any of the good secondary school in the country. (p. 220)
From the above quotation, we see that Mensa has become a good father and has educated his children well thanks to the education he, himself, has received. He wants his children know about their religion; that is why he sends them to religious school. Although Marxism leads many people astray in his environment, he braves this general tendency by seeking the best education for his children.
Parents should spend time with their children and provide a supportive environment in the house. They must, as the Old Mensa the protagonist of the novel, connect with their children’s school, encourage them, and discuss their problems with them. Parents have the responsibility to advise children to develop study habits, maintain a balance between love and strictness, monitor their children’s learning. When parents succeed in educating their children well, education is very important for them. It develops confidence and helps building their personality. School education plays a great role in everyone’s life. At school, children are exposed to various sources from which they can imbibe immense knowledge, which is instrumental for their development. Hence, school is necessary for children. Education though an important tool to get a job is also a joy in itself. It gives people perspective on the world, helps them to shape their opinions and enables them to help others as well. During the Global Education Conference, C. Ohanyido (2012) has tried to show the pivotal role that education plays in Africa’s development. His presentation has emphasised the need for a robust and high-quality higher education system to address the continent’s developmental challenges. It has also highlighted the importance of leveraging digital transformation and technological advancements to improve access to education and foster innovation. This further stresses the importance of education for children who will build Africa tomorrow.
In Botoi, the community felt responsible for raising all children, regardless of parentage. This is evident in Ataa Quarshi’s worry about Mensa’s troublesome behaviour and his subsequent assistance in funding his high school education. Mr. Lomo’s willingness to become Mensa’s guardian for a reduced fee, compared to Old Anang’s initial offer, further emphasises this idea. Mensa can be tagged as “The Strange Man” as the title of the novel suggests. He was unconventional, not in a bizarre way, but in a more reflective one. This trait likely came from Old Anang and his mother. He chose not to follow societal expectations, rejecting the standard path expected of him.
1.3. [bookmark: _Toc509488626][bookmark: _Toc511206601][bookmark: _Toc509488630][bookmark: _Toc511206603]Subsequent Effects of Education on Children
Education, though very important, can have after-effects on children when it is not well conveyed. That is to say that the impact that education has on someone depends on the way this person is educated.  In the novel, the education that Mensa has got from the catechist has had after-effects on him.
As a matter of fact, the catechists are teachers in The Strange Man. They are the ones who raise children in the village and even in towns. They play a great role in the education of children. Their aim is to raise children so that they should become good Christians. So, they should use a number of means to reach their goal. One of these means is to punish children when they do wrong. They use any means of leading children except caning them. Old Anang declares while talking about those catechists:
Some of them are malicious and dangerous. They don’t want anybody to progress in life beyond their own status because they think their profession is not as rewarding to them as they deserve. If they are down, everybody must be down. They therefore train their pupils to make sure they get stuck somewhere, presumably below their level, or at best at their level. Some of them by nature are heartless and wicked. They are impatient too. The only effective method they can use in training child is the use of brute force. They get quick results but the children become docile, hypocritical and permanently cynical. (p. 60)
The quotation above sums up the behaviour of catechists, but their cruelty is proved by many of their acts. In fact, the catechists are very wicked. Many children hate them. For instance, Mensa hates them because of the copious and often unwarranted lashing he receives. He fears the provocation of Mr. Lomo, every whim of Mr. Abossey, the head teacher of the boarding school, and the host of the other teachers he meets at the secondary school. Mensa hates the mission schools the more after his daughter, Odole, has been whipped by her head teacher because she does not show up to do her laundry. The domination of the weak by the strong as advocated by the Marxist approach is prevalent here. The wickedness of the catechist is denounced in the following quotation:
Danso was given thirty one lashes on his bare back. The beating was so noisy and severe that the whole school was hushed for the rest of the morning. The pain and injuries Danso received were such that he could not walk and had to limp and crouch back to his classroom. He could not sit on the chair for he was sharply hurt by the cuts the canes had made on his buttocks. (p. 134)
In the above quotation, it is clearly stated that the catechists use violence at school. In fact, school violence is one of the most visible forms of violence against children. It can take many forms, ranging from physical violence to psychological violence. It is often expressed through acts of bullying, intimidation and repression.
 Violence in schools creates insecurity and fear which harm the general school climate and infringe pupils’ right to learn in a safe and unthreatening environment. This is the case of Mensa’s primary school. The headmaster’s behaviour toward the students creates insecurity in the school. Indeed, every time he whips a student, the whole school is upset. This is proved by the many quotations such as: “Of course, this time, there was no dissentient voice and Mensa and Torto were given that dose of medicine which has succeeded in keeping school children healthy into their adult life” (p. 109).
From this quotation, it is evident that Mensa and Torto have been severely beaten. The punishment is so cruel that it serves as an example to the other students. Here, the dose of medicine represents the number of lashes the students have received. By comparing these lashes to medicine that will keep children healthy into their adult life, the author shows that the punishment is worst. Another proof of insecurity in the school is in this quotation: “The beating was so noisy that the whole school was hushed for the rest of the morning” (p. 134).
In this quotation, the fact that the school is hushed can mean that the students are afraid by what they have seen and try their best not to be victim of punishment. In such circumstances, the students cannot follow the courses well. Owing to the education Mensa has received from the catechist, he has become a violent man. This is proved by the following excerpt: 
‘I’m going to beat her up!’ he cried, grabbing his walking stick.
 ‘But you can’t do that!’ protested his wife’.
 ‘Which do you mean?’ 
‘That I can beat her or that she shouldn’t be beaten up?’ 
‘What I mean is that nobody ever does that! It will bring shame on all of us! It will in the long run hurt your daughter most! […]’.
 Mensa was firmly warmed up now and he warmed the point of executing the beating when the woman’s husband arrived home from business. (p. 222-223)
Through this excerpt, it is clear that the mistress has put Mensa out of patient. In fact, he has become very violent because his daughter, Odole, is humiliated and beaten by her mistress. Though he hates violence, he thinks that its use is the best way to punish the mistress for her misbehaviour. The way he reacts is the result of the education he has received from the catechist. If the catechist had bred him without violence, he could have found another issue to deal with the problem. For example, he could have gone to the school and talk over the matter in a peaceful manner. Moreover, Mensa’s impatience is stated in the following quotation: 
Old Mensa rushed out and shouted: ‘You filthy woman, didn’t you sell the same fish at two for three pence in that house? You’ve lost one of your eyes and whenever I see your scarified face, you make me think you’re a descendent of a stupid slave!’ (p. 236)
In this quotation, Mensa defames an old woman because he does not agree with the fact that the woman sells the same fish at a low price in a home and at a higher price in his home. He is right to disagree with what the woman has done, but the way he has reacted is not good. A well-educated man does not react like this. A good man must be tolerant.
The use of violence in education is not the only way of raising a child. There are many other ways of educating children without using violence. We can educate a child without violence by making him or her responsible for his or her bad behaviour. In fact, if a child has made a mistake, no matter how inconsequential it may seem, he or she needs to learn to admit that he or she has done something wrong, and to apologise for it. We must not let a child get away, doing whatever he wants until he is four or five years old because it is easier than reasoning with him. We must start letting a child know that he has done something wrong as soon as he is old enough to feel shame. This is what Old Anang has done when Mensa has misbehaved by castrating the he-goat. Instead of caning him, he calls him and makes him responsible of his bad behaviour. We notice it through the conversation between Mensa and his father after the incident:
‘What did I tell you?’ Old Anang asked […]. 
‘I’m sorry, daddy, I don’t know why I did it’ […]. 
‘Do you know the punishment for this?’ 
‘Yes’. 
‘What is it?’ 
‘Caning’.
 ‘Do you wish to be caned?’
 ‘Yes’. 
‘Do you realize that what you’ve done is not expected of my son?’
Get up ‘Yes I do’. 
‘You go away and have your dinner’. 
Mensa could not move. He did not know what to do or say. […]. Mensa was overwhelmed with remorse. (p. 43)
From this quotation it is clear that Old Anang has not punished Mensa physically. He has made him responsible for his behaviour and he has succeeded because at the end of the conversation, Mensa is upset. So, it is possible to educate children without lash. Another way of raising a child is to have a proper system of punishment and reward. In fact, we do not have to physically hurt a child to show him that there are consequences for his bad behaviour. We should form a system of punishment for a child’s bad behaviour, from making him stand in the corner to taking away his favourite toy, and making sure to complement it with a system of rewards for good behaviour so that a child knows that his good deeds are recognised too. All this proves that Old Anang has instilled a sound discipline to his children.
As a child, Mensa once declared to his mother that educators, alongside physicians and attorneys, were “important people,” a view he later abandoned. Mensa eventually grew to resent the instructors at missionary schools. This sentiment was shared by Mensa’s peers, both those from his youth and new acquaintances he made at Mr. Lomo’s home and with Torto at school. Their dislike stemmed from the excessive and often unjustified physical discipline they endured, provoked by even the slightest misstep from Mr. Lomo, and at the random impulses of Mr. Abossey and the numerous other educators they encountered in secondary school. Another facet of Mensa’s educational experience involves its impact on his offspring. Odole attended Achimota College, which Tete claimed was among the top three schools nationwide. Despite being “well-behaved, kind, and pleasant,” she also developed an air of superiority, believing herself to be superior to others in the community. Nee went to Accra Broadway School and seemed somewhat “unrefined, practical, but more socially adept. He interacted easily with everyone, especially the uneducated people nearby, yet remained distinct from them in certain aspects.” Ultimately, both children succeeded in their examinations.
Conclusion
The paper has focused on three main aspects, namely the clarification of key concepts, parental commitment to education, and the subsequent effects of education on children. The novelist has effectively conveyed a powerful message to his audience. He stresses that while education is crucial, it can lead to negative outcomes if not implemented properly. He illustrates how certain educators, particularly catechists, exert undue pressure on students and highlights the responsibilities that parents have in the educational journey of their children. Indeed, catechists often resort to violence as a means of teaching children. This approach has detrimental effects on children, fostering feelings of insecurity and fear in the school environment. Consequently, it can lead children to become disingenuous. Therefore, violence should have no place in education, and parents must assume their responsibilities to make sure that their children receive quality education. Education forms the cornerstone of society, shaping children’s personal growth and social participation. 
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