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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important for the scientific community because it provides the first known application of the ARDL bounds testing approach to model the long-run and short-run dynamics between macroeconomic indicators (unemployment, inflation, GDP) and suicide rates specifically in Bangladesh, a lower-middle-income country with rising suicide incidence. By confirming cointegration and revealing a 51% annual error-correction speed, it offers robust econometric evidence that economic stressors exert persistent influence on suicidal behavior, extending Durkheimian and Hamermesh-Soss theories to a South Asian context where such analyses are scarce. The policy-oriented findings—highlighting unemployment and unequal GDP growth as suicide risk amplifiers while noting inflation’s counter-intuitive mitigating effect—supply actionable insights for integrating mental health into macroeconomic stabilization frameworks in developing nations.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is suitable and appropriately descriptive, capturing the method (ARDL), scope (long-term dynamics), variables (economic indicators), outcome (suicide rates), and setting (Bangladesh); no alternative is needed.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive yet concise, covering objectives, data period, sources, method, key results (short/long-run effects, ECM 51%), and policy relevance; however, add the specific finding that unemployment and GDP positively affect suicide rates while inflation negatively does, and delete the not clear phrase “they do not solely account for the causes of suicide” to avoid implying causality beyond correlation. Also, explicitly list the ARDL lag structure (2,2,0,2) and F-statistic (9.55) for precision.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct: unit root tests confirm mixed I(0)/I(1) integration justifying ARDL use; bounds test (F=9.55 > upper critical values) validly establishes cointegration; ECM coefficient (–0.511, p
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are sufficient (20 sources) and mostly recent (60% post-2015, 40% post-2020), spanning seminal works (Durkheim 1897, Hamermesh & Soss 1974) and contemporary LMIC studies; however, add Chang et al. (2013) “Impact of financial crisis on suicide” (Social Science & Medicine) for global crisis comparability, and WHO (2021) “Suicide in South-East Asia Region” for updated Bangladesh suicide epidemiology.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	Strong econometric execution and policy relevance; future extensions could incorporate gender-disaggregated suicide data or control for social safety nets to strengthen causal inference.
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