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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a policy-relevant and timely topic the Effects of Deregulation on the Oil Industry in a Developing Economy (Zimbabwe). Its significance lies in:
1. Providing empirical evidence on deregulation in a fragile economy, which has limited prior scholarly coverage. 
2. Contributing to debates on the efficiency and equity trade-offs in energy sector reforms, particularly in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
3. Offering practical policy recommendations that can guide future reforms in similar contexts. 4. Using the Structure Conduct–Performance framework to analyse deregulation impacts, which enriches theoretical applications in industrial organization and energy economics.  Overall, this study adds value by bridging the gap between policy aspirations and on-the-ground realities of deregulation.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title is clear and relevant. However, it can be refined for conciseness and to reflect the focus on both performance outcomes and policy gaps. Suggested Title: "Deregulation and the Performance of the Oil Industry in Zimbabwe: Evidence, Challenges, and Policy Implications". 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is adequate but can be improved by:
1. Highlighting the research gap explicitly.
2. Briefly mentioning the phenomenological approach and thematic analysis.
3. Including key challenges and policy recommendations alongside benefits.
4. Abstract should be singled-spaced. 

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The study is scientifically robust with a strong conceptual framework and rich historical analysis. However, it can be improved by:

1. Reducing redundancy in the historical background.

2. Including more quantitative indicators (e.g., price and supply trends).

3. Strengthening the discussion on the link between deregulation and performance outcomes.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are comprehensive and mostly up to date. Needs consistent citation style. However, I recommend adding recent works on African energy reforms (e.g., IEA, 2023; World Bank, 2022).
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Language is understandable but needs professional editing for grammar, conciseness, and academic tone.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This is a valuable study for academic and policy audiences. However, future research should use mixed methods (qualitative and econometric analysis) for deeper insights. 
Specific Recommendations:
1. Revise the abstract to emphasize research gap, methods, and policy implications.
2. Condense historical background to improve focus.
3. Add quantitative indicators to support qualitative findings.
4. Update and standardize references.
5. Improve grammar, flow, and conciseness.

6. The manuscript should to be reduced to 12 or 15 pages. 
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