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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript provides critical molecular insights into the prevalence of Extended Spectrum Beta Lactamase - producing Escherichia coli in UTI patients, a pressing concern in antimicrobial resistance research. By identifying bla sub CTX-M as the dominant ESBL gene among E. coli isolates from UTI patients and highlighting demographic patterns of infection, the study offers valuable epidemiological data for public health surveillance and antibiotic stewardship. Its use of multiplex PCR for gene detection enhances diagnostic precision and sets a methodological benchmark for similar investigations. The findings contribute meaningfully to global efforts in tracking resistant pathogens and formulating targeted interventions in clinical microbiology.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	I suggest an alternative title
"Occurrence of Extended-Spectrum β-Lactamase-Producing Escherichia coli in Urinary Tract Infection Patients at a Rural Tertiary Hospital in Keffi, Nasarawa, Nigeria"


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Background: You could briefly mention why ESBL-producing E. coli in UTIs is particularly concerning in clinical settings (e.g., treatment failure, hospital burden).

Methods: Consider clarifying the sampling period and inclusion criteria for patients, if space allows.

Results: The percentages are informative, but adding the actual number of isolates tested and positive for each gene would enhance clarity.

Conclusion: It’s strong, but could benefit from a sentence on the implications—e.g., need for surveillance, antibiotic stewardship, or diagnostic upgrades.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The gel photographs of E. coli uidA and Bla TEM doesn’t look genuine. Please repeat the experiment. In certain gel photographs the DNA ladder is in between the samples. The molecular marker should be loaded either in the first or last well. Repeat the PCR experiments again. The figure legends must be mentioned at the end of the manuscript and not in between. Check it properly. Gene names must be italicized and consistent throughout. All Latin names (e.g. Escherichia coli) must be italicized.  
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Few more recent references must be included.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	There are a few grammatical mistakes in the article which must be looked into. Consider a final proofread for punctuation spacing (e.g., missing spaces after commas or parentheses).
	

	Optional/General comments


	Check the requirements of the concerned journal and design your manuscript accordingly. The font size and style must be uniform throughout the manuscript. Many missing spaces after commas or parentheses are seen. Kindly correct them. 
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	To ensure full ethical transparency and meet journal expectations, consider adding the following:

1. Informed Consent Statement
Add a sentence such as:
“Written informed consent was obtained from all participants or their legal guardians prior to sample collection.”

2. Ethics Approval Details
Include the approval number or reference code from the ethics committee, if available.

3. Conflict of Interest and Funding Disclosure
If not already included elsewhere in the manuscript, add a brief section stating:
“The authors declare no conflict of interest.”
and
“This study received no external funding.”
— or provide details if funding was received.
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