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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The scientific community will find this manuscript valuable as it offers up-to-date data on the demographic distribution and prevalence of hepatitis B and C viruses among outpatients at a tertiary hospital in southeast Nigeria, where viral hepatitis is still a significant public health issue. The results provide important epidemiological information that can guide focused programs for awareness, immunization, and prevention. The study promotes more effective distribution of healthcare resources by identifying particular high-risk populations, such as businessmen and women, and connecting infection trends with sociodemographic characteristics. Additionally, it advances knowledge of hepatitis endemicity in sub-Saharan Africa and emphasizes the necessity of ongoing surveillance, increased vaccination rates, and public health initiatives to lower the disease burden and transmission.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title of the manuscript “Sero-Prevalence of Hepatitis B and C at the General Outpatient Clinic of Abia State University Teaching Hospital, Aba” is rich, brief, and suitable for the content of the article.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The manuscript abstract is often detailed since it contains the key components of a scientific summary: the aim, study design, location, methodology, findings, and conclusion. Perhaps it could be more impactful, balanced, and clear with a few improvements. The abstract should be like these: 
ABSTRACT

Aims: The study aimed to determine the sero-prevalence of HBV and HCV among patients attending general outpatient clinics in Abia State University Teaching Hospital (ABSUTH) Aba.

Study design: Cross-sectional study
Place and Duration of Study: conducted at Abia State University Teaching Hospital (ABSUTH) Aba, from January to April, 2025
Methodology: The blood samples of 100 patients comprising of 50 males and 50 females were randomly collected and screened using rapid serological methods. Data were analysed using SPSS version 25, and associations were tested using Chi-square at a 5% significance level.
Results: Overall, HBV and HCV prevalences were 11% and 2%, respectively. The most prevalent age group for HBV infection was 26–35 years old, whereas the most common age group for HCV infection was 26–45 years old. While HCV was only found in males, HBV was more common in females (63.6%) than in males. Both diseases were substantially correlated with marital status (p < 0.05).

Conclusion: The study shows that the studied area has a low prevalence of HCV and a higher-intermediate endemicity of HBV. It is advised that vaccination campaigns be strengthened, screenings be improved, and public awareness be raised in order to lower the risk of transmission.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Overall, the manuscript is methodologically good and scientifically sound; however, in order to satisfy higher academic publishing standards, it should: Clearly identify its limitations (cross-sectional nature, diagnostic approach, and sample size), To prevent overgeneralization, improve the understanding of the data. Enhance the presentation of statistics and references.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript includes a large number of pertinent references that address both domestic and foreign research on the sero-prevalence of hepatitis B and C. Though the citation list shows a wide range of literature, it might be improved by adding more recent and internationally renowned sources, especially from 2020–2025, to better represent current statistics and WHO guidelines.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The quality of the language is clear and suitable for publications
	

	Optional/General comments


	In addition to providing important local data for global hepatitis monitoring, the manuscript offers a pertinent and organized investigation on the sero-prevalence of hepatitis B and C in a Nigerian hospital setting. The findings are important for public health, and the goals, procedures, and outcomes are all well-defined. Minor changes would improve the paper, though, especially a shorter abstract, a more explicit acknowledgement of its limitations, and the addition of current references (2021–2024). After a few little edits, it is generally deemed to be scientifically sound and ready for publishing.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No. The research ethics committee of Abia State University Teaching Hospital (ABSUTH), Aba, granted ethical permission for the manuscript, and prior to data and sample collection, all subjects provided written informed consent.
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