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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The authors present an interesting study on malaria among pregnant women. The study is very important because it focuses on pregnant women which are particularly vulnerable to malaria infections, and malaria infections during pregnancy put their fetuses at risk. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Title is not suitable better if modify as follow; “Malaria infection and the Associated Risk Factors among Pregnant Women in Imo State, Nigeria.”


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is not comprehensive. 

· The abstract is unstructured make structured abstract (background, methods, results and concluson) should separately written clearly 

· The background in abstract was only one sentece which was not well stated re-write it with clear background.  

· In the methods part of abstract study design and period, sampling technique and anlysis plan should addressed .

· In abstract  “…...A structured interviewer-administered questionnaire was used to obtain some socio-demographic characteristics of patients…..”   is the associated factors assessed was only SDC if not re-write this sentence.

· Which statistical method used for analyis? Specify in th method part of abstract.

· Result part of abstract should be written with correct flow 1st write descriptive part then associated factors identified. Also write only the significantly associated factors with malaria infection here.

· “.……Pregnant women in primigrvid had a significant higher risk of malarial infection than secondi gravid and multigravid.” how assessed this whether higher or lower risk  there is no AOR that indicate strength of the association.

· Conclusion part of abstract was not well stated. Re-write again with breify inline with your findigs and objectives
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, but, it needs major modification to considered further for publication 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, but some references were not recent that were greater than 10 years. Use recent references less than 10 years is better.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	· Through out the manuscript follow journal manuscript guideline writing.
Introduction 

· In paragraph one “.……Plasmodium ovale, Plasmodium vivax, Plasmodium malariea, Plasmodium vivax and Plasmodium falciparum. Plasmodium falciparum causes the most deadly cases of human malaria (Krief, Escalante, Pacheco, Mugisha, & Halbwax, 2010);……” in this sentence P.vivax and P,falciparum is double delete one of it. And reference was not properly cited  if Harvard style write us “(first author name, et al, year)” through the manuscript. 
· In paragraph three “……According to Nosten, Rogerson, Beeson, Mcgreedy, Mutabingwa&Brabin (2004), as of 2006, over 100,000 maternal and 200,000 newborn fatalities …….”  this is not properly cited, write the paragraph and cite it correctly 
· Through out the introduction part one paragragh was constructed from one reference information which was correct. It should be constructed at least from 3 references 
· The problem why this study needed was not well stated. Add paragraph why this study is needed.
Methods and Materials 

· Under this section there is no study design and period, sample size calculation, sampling technique, data collection technique, data quality control which was fundamental method section of the study. If these methods are not addressed  this  study was under questions. Also study population and inclusion and exclusion criteria was not addressed. 

· “A total of 900 blood samples were collected from pregnant women who attended antenatal clinics……” how this 900 sample was calculated? Clearly state with correct sample size calculation formula?

· “.……nalysis of variance (two-way ANOVA), performed with excel 2010.Chi-square test was performed with minitab17…..” this analysis method was not appropriate to determine the strength of association  for study which have binary outcome. Better if use binary logistic regression for this study analysis.

Results

· “Figure 1-6 shows prevalence of malaria parasitemia amongst pregnant women in Imo state by risk factors…….”  change these figures 1-6 to frequency tables for socio-demographic characteristics and obstetric characteristics.  Also cite table or figure at the end of  narration sentences.  
· Merge table 1-6 to one table and put column as variables/category/ N(%)/ P-value  which is 4 column. And write narration for the findings significantly associated factors with correct interpretation.
Discussion

· Hemoglobin conc. In discussion say it is not  associated factor but in conclusion put us associated factor. Make it consistent. 

· There is no statement indicate limitation of the study at the end of discussion. Add it. 
Conclusion 

· Under the conclusion there is no statement about recommendation for this study. Add recommendation that in line with the findings, discussion and conclison.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No
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