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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This article examines how successive legislative frameworks have shaped the growth of the sugar industry, farmers’ well-being, technological modernization, and environmental sustainability in India. It contributes to a deeper understanding of the relationship between institutions and socio-economic development, while also enriching the literature on industrial and agricultural policies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Title of the article is suitable.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract of the article must be revised after the comments have been taken into account.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The authors adopted a qualitative historical-comparative approach recommended for this type of analysis.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Authors must establish a link between their analyses and theory. For example, institutional economics theory (North, 1990), which sheds light on the mechanisms through which institutions can shape economic performance; regulation theory (Boyer, R., 2004), the theory of economic development (Schumpeter, J. A., 1983). 
· Boyer, R. (2004). Théorie de la régulation (Vol. 1). Paris: La Découverte.
· North, D. C. (1990). Institutions, institutional change and economic performance. Cambridge university press. 

· Schumpeter, J. A. (1983). The theory of economic development: An inquiry into profits, capital, credit, interest, and the business cycle (Vol. 55). Transaction publishers.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language quality of the article is suitable
	

	Optional/General comments


	1- Reference problem:

Most of the references cited in the manuscript are poorly presented. Several citations appear in abbreviated form (e.g., “GOI, GDP, DFPD, MoPNG”), whereas they are written differently in the bibliography. In addition, many statements are not supported by any sources. For example, in section 5.2 Production Capacity and Scale, the authors write: 

‘’ In 2024-25, India operated approximately 745 sugar mills, inclusive of 66 regulated khandsari units, with crushing capacity exceeding 300 million tonnes of sugarcane annually. Despite a historic peak crushing intensity, the industry is currently characterized by excess capacity and low-capacity utilization, averaging around 58.5% as of the 2023-24 season.” …
“India’s sugar production increased from 0.48 million tonnes (1931-32) to 28 million tonnes (2024-25), a 5,733% increase over 93 years.” However, this information is not accompanied by any verifiable references. This suggests that the authors did not take care to cite the sources of their data, which raises doubts about the reliability and traceability of the information presented.
2- Discussion section

I suggest that the authors add a summary or discussion section to discuss: (i) how public policies have promoted or hindered the growth of the sugar sector in India, (ii) how laws have affected income distribution and farmers' living conditions, (iii) the effects of regulation on the modernization of the Indian sugar sector, (iv) the consistency between economic and environmental objectives over time. 
3- Literature Review 

Authors can supplement their literature by drawing on institutional economics theory (North, 1990) to enlighten readers on how Indian institutions have shaped the economic performance of the Indian sugar industry over time through incentives, investments, innovations, and land structure or regulation. Authors can highlight how technological developments and innovation have improved the Indian sugar industry by drawing on Schumpeterian theory of structural change (Schumpeter, J. A., 1983).
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