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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The research work conducted is very relevant to the scientific community and to the general public specially to the bee keepers. Also, to the State of Kerala and its economy.

The researcher has put in a lot of scientific effort and the work is carried out methodically, systematically and scientifically. The data and statistical analysis are appropriately and accurately represented. The work is very commendable. The research could try to address the lacunae and the gaps mentioned in order to enhance quality production of organic honey.
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	References are sufficient but some are quite old, unless there aren’t recent references on the same information. (1882, 1950, 1961, 1971, 1982, 1985, 1999) 
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	    NEEDS MORE ATTENTION
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	A few suggestions from my side:
1. 2. In the material and methods, 2.1 Purposive survey…. What is the understanding of, ‘Proper Survey schedule…..’

2. 2.1.3 Colony Strength, ‘Bees covering….’ What is meant with this phrase is not clear.

3. 2.1.3 Colony Strength and 2.1.3 Brood Parameters and Infected Brood Areas have same numbering. Are these two points same or different?
4. Fig. 2 is not clear. I think legends (districts and locations) are missing if I am not mistaken.

5. In the manuscript, I have highlighted certain words / phrases (in red) for further attention, also written comments for improvement.
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