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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript highlights the major concern related to sustainable agriculture and soil fertility management, focusing on the impact of biochar and organic amendments on nutrient dynamics as well as on crop productivity. This research is totally helpful for the scientific community as it majorly contributes on climate-smart soil management practices. The findings could be particularly useful for researchers and most importantly for policymakers working on soil restoration, resource recycling, and improving nutrient-use efficiency in low-input agroecosystems as Intercropping system is itself not only helpful in soil management by adding legume crop but also aid in enhancing the overall productivity as well as farmer income. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	From my point of view, I think the title explains each and every point regarding the whole manuscript. 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract provides a basic overview of the study but it lacks clarity in writeup, coherence, and key details as experimental design, the number of treatments, or the main statistical findings. There is a need to follow some points as mentioned below. Add clear objectives at the beginning of the abstract.

Include numerical results specially yield increase percentages or LER values to strengthen the quantitative impact.

Briefly describe which experimental design you used.

Also improve the concluding sentence to show how the results contribute to sustainable intercropping system.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The experimental design and statistical analysis are not clearly described and details such as replication number, plot size, and data analysis methods are insufficiently explained. The results section lacks significance levels or standard errors, which makes it difficult to assess the strength of the findings. The authors should strengthen the scientific interpretation by linking their results with intercropping advantages, competition indices, and yield stability to add more accuracy on the results. Author must showcase the data with proper statistical indicators (e.g., LSD, SE, or p-values). Also including intercropping indices such as LER, ATER, or MAI to quantify the system’s advantage that is the major concern about intercropping system.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Update the reference list with recent studies particularly from 2020–2025 related to maize–cowpea or maize–legume intercropping.

Also include references that discuss intercropping indices, soil fertility enhancement, and resource complementarity.

Also ensure that every major claim especially dates or year data in the introduction and discussion is supported by appropriate citations.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language of the manuscript requires moderate to major improvement to meet the standards of scholarly communication. There are numerous grammatical errors, awkward sentence structures, and inconsistent verb tenses throughout the text.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Overall, the study addresses an important topic in sustainable agriculture and intercropping systems, focusing on maize and cowpea interactions under varying row ratios that ultimately help the farmer community. However, the manuscript requires substantial revision before it can be considered for publication. The experimental methodology, data presentation, and statistical validation are not clearly defined. The discussion section needs to be more analytical rather than descriptive, linking the results with previously published literature and agronomic principles.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No apparent ethical issues are observed
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