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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study provides valuable insights into how weather parameters influence the epidemiology of groundnut rust (Puccinia arachidis), one of the most destructive diseases of the crop. The developed forewarning models offer reliable prediction tools that can guide farmers and policymakers in adopting timely and sustainable disease management strategies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Alternative title: Modeling Weather–Disease Interactions for Rust in Groundnut: Varietal Response and Sowing Window Effects
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract should be condensed by removing excessive numerical details and retaining only key varietal responses (e.g., TAG-24 highly susceptible). A sentence emphasizing novelty should be added, highlighting the integration of varietal response, sowing windows, and weather-based forewarning models. The conclusion needs tightening to focus on the practical takeaway: late sowing with moderately resistant varieties significantly reduces rust severity and supports sustainable management.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Materials & Methods

· Add details on plot size, spacing, and agronomic practices (fertilization, irrigation, weed management).

· Clarify the disease rating scale with the actual 1–9 categories (for reproducibility).

· Indicate software used for regression analysis.

Results & Discussion

· Use figures/graphs (disease progress curves, correlation heat maps, regression plots) instead of long text + tables only.

· Merge repetitive disease development descriptions (e.g., similar patterns across 2017 and 2018). Summarize trends instead of repeating all values.

· Strengthen discussion by comparing with global studies on rust forecasting in other legumes.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Majority of the references are dated (1970s–1990s). Only 2–3 references after 2015 are included (Kanade et al., 2015; Divyadharsini et al., 2016; Sangeetha et al., 2017).

Suggested Additional References

1. Singh, A.K., et al. (2022). Advances in disease forecasting models for sustainable agriculture. Frontiers in Agronomy, 4, 874123.
– Provides global context on predictive models.

2. Patil, S., & Mahajan, V. (2023). Epidemiology and management of foliar diseases of groundnut under changing climates. Journal of Oilseeds Research, 40(2), 89–97.
– Very recent and crop-specific.
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