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	The analysis of recent natural hazards indicates that Iran is among the most disaster-prone countries in the world, having experienced frequent events such as floods, earthquakes, land subsidence, and slope movements in recent years. Due to the country's diverse geological, geomorphological, and hydro-climatic conditions, different regions possess varying potentials for hazard occurrence. Iranian cities, in particular, exhibit high susceptibility to geomorphological hazards. This vulnerability, compounded by weak management and insufficient attention to regional hazard exposure, has led to the expansion of urban settlements into high-risk areas, thereby intensifying the impacts of such hazards. Given these circumstances, monitoring and assessing the vulnerability of Iranian cities to natural hazards is critically important. Moreover, since one of the main drivers of increasing vulnerability is unregulated physical urban development without regard to environmental capacity, it is essential to identify and control the expansion of settlements into vulnerable zones. Future development should prioritize areas with the lowest potential exposure to natural hazards.
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