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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes an important contribution to the scientific community by critically examining the implementation of India’s Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPwD) Act (2016) within the context of inclusive education. It bridges the gap between policy intent and school-level realities, providing empirical and analytical insights into how compliance-based approaches often hinder substantive inclusion. By integrating policy analysis, national data, and theoretical perspectives such as Universal Design for Learning (UDL) and the social model of disability, the study offers a comprehensive framework for assessing school readiness. Its findings and recommendations not only advance academic understanding of disability inclusion in education but also provide practical implications for policymakers, educators, and researchers working toward equity and accessibility in developing country contexts.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	It is clear, relevant, and academically appropriate.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract provides a clear and well-organized summary of the study’s purpose, context, and key findings. It effectively highlights the gap between the legislative intent of the RPwD Act and the practical realities of school inclusion. However, it could be strengthened by adding a brief mention of the methodological approach (e.g., policy analysis, secondary data synthesis) to help readers understand how the conclusions were reached. Additionally, one or two specific quantitative findings (such as percentages from UDISE+ data) could increase its empirical weight. Otherwise, it is concise, focused, and aligned with the manuscript’s objectives.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound and logically structured. It employs a rigorous analytical approach supported by credible national data sources (UDISE+, NCERT, NIEPA, UNESCO, etc.) and draws on relevant theoretical frameworks such as the social model of disability and Universal Design for Learning. The arguments are coherent and evidence-based. However, greater methodological transparency would enhance scientific rigor—specifically, by clarifying whether the study is purely conceptual, a policy review, or an empirical synthesis. Providing clearer operational definitions for terms such as “school readiness” and “symbolic inclusion” would also strengthen the scientific precision of the work.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are both adequate and up to date, including sources from 2018–2025, such as NCERT (2022), UDISE+ (2023), and Pandit (2025). These demonstrate a strong engagement with current literature. To further enrich the paper, the author might consider incorporating additional international perspectives on inclusive education implementation challenges, for example:

Florian, L., & Black-Hawkins, K. (2011). Exploring inclusive pedagogy. British Educational Research Journal, 37(5), 813–828.

Ainscow, M., Booth, T., & Dyson, A. (2019). Improving schools, developing inclusion. Routledge.

These could broaden the theoretical grounding and situate India’s experience within the global discourse.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the English is clear, fluent, and of high academic quality. The writing style is formal, precise, and coherent, demonstrating a strong command of academic expression. Some long sentences could be slightly shortened to improve readability, but overall, the manuscript meets the linguistic standards of scholarly communication. The use of terms and conceptual language is consistent throughout.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This is an insightful and timely manuscript that contributes meaningfully to the discourse on inclusive education in the Global South. It bridges the gap between legal commitments and on-the-ground realities, offering a balanced critique supported by empirical data and policy analysis. The paper’s recommendations grounded in Universal Design for Learning (UDL) provide a practical framework for reform. Strengthening the methodological explanation, adding minor quantitative details to the abstract, and integrating one or two global comparative references would make this already strong paper even more compelling and publishable.
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