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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	1. In my opinion (peer reviewer) the manuscript has strengths and is useful for the following reasons: 1. 1. Forests are ecosystems that balance global warming by absorbing pollutants, a process that this manuscript addresses. 1. 2. High altitude forest trees can increase the groundwater level of the plain during the rainy season, which this manuscript has addressed in some way. 1. 3. Forest soils are known to be one of the natural soils in the world that have a suitable soil texture, which is specifically mentioned in this manuscript. 1. 4. Maximum SMC values were consistently observed at depths of 15-30 cm and 30-60 cm in forest soils, indicating that the middle soil layers have a higher moisture retention capacity compared to the surface layers, which the authors' statement is somewhat correct.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is somewhat well-structured and comprehensive, considering the process of results and discussion.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript has a suitable scientific purpose. However, 1- The introduction does not provide adequate references. 2- The importance of forests in the target community is not well managed in the introduction. 3- The materials, methods, results, and discussion sections are appropriate and acceptable. 4- The conclusion is not attractive and universal, and does not have an appropriate scientific structure that is consistent with the results and discussion.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The sources are relatively new and appropriate, and the link to source 3 is unknown, correct.

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript should be more attractive than similar articles due to the importance of forests and their impact on the environment and climate. For this reason, I invite the dear author(s) to contribute more to improving and making it more universal.
Make the conclusion section more technical and scientific.

Good luck.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

Yes. Ethical issues have been observed.
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