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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is significant for the scientific community because it addresses the characterization of swollen shoot disease in cocoa plantations. The research provides the latest epidemiological data on the spread and infection rates of swollen shoot disease, which poses a serious threat to cocoa production. The results provide new insights into ecological factors and land management, which will be useful for developing global crop protection methods.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The article's title, "Characterization of swollen shoot disease in rehabilitated cocoa plots in Gbazoa, Amaragui, and Liliyo (Côte d'Ivoire)," is appropriate for the content and focus of the study. The title reflects the primary objective of the study: characterizing swollen shoot disease in rehabilitated cocoa plots at specific locations in Côte d'Ivoire.

As a suggestion, to clarify the technological aspects of rehabilitation and the epidemiological contribution, my proposed alternative title is:

"Characterization of Swollen Shoot Disease and Evaluation of the Effectiveness of Rehabilitation Technology in Cocoa Farms in Gbazoa, Amaragui, and Liliyo, Côte d'Ivoire."
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract in this article is quite comprehensive, covering the background of the problem, research objectives, methodology, main results, conclusions, and application of the research findings.

There are a few suggestions for improvement in the abstract:

· Add a brief explanation of the practical impact of the study results on swollen shoot disease management at the farmer level or local policy.

· Describe at the end of the abstract the innovative contributions of this research, for example in supporting early detection strategies and decisions about cocoa rehabilitation technology.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Scientifically, this manuscript has been compiled using appropriate methods and relevant analysis.

In my opinion, the replanting process and the use of grafting tools need to be discussed in more detail, particularly regarding the risk of virus transmission to healthy plants.

Furthermore, it is recommended that the author emphasize practical recommendations based on the findings of this study to improve discipline in orchard management and early detection strategies in the field.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references used in this manuscript are adequate and include the most recent and relevant sources.

As an additional reference suggestion, it would be advisable to include several international journal references related to molecular-based early detection technologies for plant viruses, for example, studies on PCR or the latest immunoassay methods for CSSV detection.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English quality in this article is generally good and acceptable for scientific communication. It is also recommended that additional proofreading be performed to reduce minor grammatical errors and improve clarity in some paragraphs.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This research significantly contributes to the understanding of the epidemiology and management of swollen shoot disease in cocoa, particularly in the affected areas of Côte d’Ivoire. Suggestions include a description of the emphasis on innovation in early detection technology and the use of spatial data to strengthen sustainable disease control.
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