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PART1:ReviewComments

CompulsoryREVISIONcomments

Reviewer’'scomment

Author’sFeedback(Pleasecorrectthemanuscriptandhighlightthatpart
inthemanuscript.ltismandatorythatauthorsshouldwritehis/herfeedback
here)

Please write a few sentences regarding the
importance
ofthismanuscriptforthescientificcommunity. Whyd
o youlike(ordislike)thismanuscript?
Aminimumof3-4 sentences may be required for
this part.

Thismanuscriptholdssignificantvalueforthescientificcommunityasittacklesamajoragriculturalchallenge—
salt stress and its detrimental effects on crop development. By examining the impact of NaCl stress on
various chilli genotypes and assessing hormonal priming as a potential mitigation approach, the study
offers essential insights into improving crop resilience. | find the manuscript particularly relevant for its
focus on practical strategies to enhance stress tolerance, which is vital for ensuring agricultural
productivity in saline-affected regions. The outcomes could benefit breeders and agronomists in
developing more resilient crop varieties and sustainable farming practices.

Isthetitleofthearticle suitable?
(Ifnotpleasesuggestanalternativetitle)

Thetitleissuitableandmakesenseregardingthisstudy.Inthetitle,seedlingparametershouldbeseedling
parameters as there have mentioned more than one parameter.

Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do
you
suggesttheaddition(ordeletion)ofsomepointsinthis
section? Please write your suggestions here.

Hereareafewsuggestionstoimprovetheabstract:

1. Clarify and streamline objectives: The abstract could more clearly distinguish the two main
objectives
(evaluatingNaClstresseffectsandexploringhormonalpriming).Abriefintroductiontotheneedforhormonal
priming should also be added for context.

2. Reduceredundancy:Thephrase"primingwithhormonesenhancesthequalityparameters..."couldbem
ore concise, and the repeated mention of treatment conditions could be simplified to focus on key
outcomes.

3. Enhanceclarityinresults: Theabstractcanbenefitfromhighlightingthemostsignificantresults(e.g.,how
much salicylic acid at 100 ppm improved parameters) without providing too much technical detail
(such as including both numbers for germination and vigour indices).

4. Concludingsentence:Theconclusioncouldberephrasedtoemphasizethebroader
impactofthefindingson future research and practical applications inagriculture, such as developing
salt-tolerant varieties or informing breeding programs.

Thesechangeswouldmaketheabstractmoreconcise,coherent,andfocusedonthemostimportantpoints.

Aresubsectionsandstructureofthemanuscript
appropriate?

1. SubsectionClarityandFlow: Themanuscriptensuresthatthesubsectionsfollowalogicalflow,startingfroma
clearintroduction,movingthroughthemethodology,results,anddiscussion.Eachsectionsmoothlytransitions
to the next to maintain coherence. For example, the study includes two experiments (NaCl stress
evaluation and hormonal priming), it may help to have distinct subsections for each experiment’s
methods, results, and discussion to avoid confusion and improve clarity.

2. DataPresentationinResults: Theresultssubsectionbenefitfromstructuredpresentationofkeyfindings.Usi
ng subsections within the results (e.g., "Effect of NaCl stress on seedling parameters" and "Impact of
hormonal priming™) would allow readers to better understand and interpret the data.

Please write a few sentences regarding the
scientific
correctnessofthismanuscript.Whydoyouthinkthat
thismanuscriptisscientificallyrobustandtechnicall
y sound? A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be
required for this part.

This manuscript appears to be scientifically robust and technically sound, as it follows a well-
structured experimental approach to address a relevant agricultural issue—NacCl stress in chilli plants.
The use of multiple chilli genotypes, varying salt concentrations, and hormonal priming treatments
demonstrates a comprehensive and systematic investigation. Furthermore, the statistical analysis of
results provides scientific rigor, supporting

thevalidityofthefindings.Overall thestudycontributesvaluableinsightstothefieldofplantstressphysiology
and crop improvement.
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Arethereferencessufficientandrecent?Ifyouhave
suggestions of additional references, please
mention them in the review form.

Thereferencesinthemanuscriptarethoroughandcoverkeytopicslikeseedvigor,saltstress,hormonalpriming,
and crop management. However, a few improvements could be made:

1. UpdatewithRecentStudies:Somereferencesareoutdated(e.g.,Abdul-Baki&Anderson,1973).Adding
more recent studies from the last 5-10 years would make the manuscript more current. For instance,
Gupta & Huang (2020) on salinity tolerance would be a useful addition.

2. ExpandonHormonalPriming:The
fromincludingmorerecentresearchonhormonal
priming,especiallystudiesonsalicylicacidandGA3.JournalslikeFrontiersinPlantScienceorPlantPhysiology
could provide relevant updates.

manuscriptcouldbenefit

3. IncludeRegionalCrop Management:Addingreferencesonrecentmethodsformanagingsalt-
affectedsoilsand breeding salt-tolerant crops would enhance the manuscript's relevance to agricultural
practices.

Includingtheseupdateswouldmakethemanuscriptmorerelevantandscientificallyup-to-date.

MinorREVISIONcomments

Isthelanguage/Englishqualityofthearticlesuitable
for scholarly communications?

1. Overall Accuracy: The language and English qualityof the article are quite good, with
accuracyin high percentage of the text. The manuscript generally communicates complex
scientific concepts clearly and
effectively.However,minorgrammaticalorstylisticissuesmightstillbepresent,whichcouldbenefitfrom
careful proofreading to enhance readability and precision.

2. TechnicalTerminology: Themanuscriptusestechnicalterminologyappropriately,contributingtotheschola
rly tone. Ensuring that all technical terms are consistently defined and used correctlythroughout the
manuscript will further improve its suitability for scholarly communication.

Optional/Generalcomments

Thetableshouldbeappropriatelypositionedwithinthemanuscript.Forinstance,whenreferringtoTablelinthe
text, it should be placed immediately after the corresponding paragraph. The same approach should be
followed for the remaining tables.

Itisalsoimportanttomaintainconsistentspellingthroughoutthemanuscript.Forexample,usingboth"Chili"
and "Chilli"* interchangeably is not advisable; one spelling should be chosen and used consistently.

Additionally,unitsmustbeusedaccurately.InTable4,theunitforseedlingfreshweightanddryweightshould
be in milligrams (mg) rather than centimeters (cm), which seems to have been used mistakenly.

PART 2:

Reviewer’'s comment

Author’'s comment(if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and
highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should
write his/her feedback here)

Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?

(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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