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PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part
in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	1.	This manuscript holds substantial importance for the scientific community by shedding light on the molecular epidemiology of Staphylococcus aureus in livestock, which are key sources of zoonotic infections and reservoirs of antimicrobial resistance. The study provides critical baseline data on the prevalence and genetic characteristics of S. aureus isolates in chickens, sheep, and goats, revealing distinct clonal complexes and resistance mechanisms, such as those mediated by blaZ, ermB, fexA, and tetK/M. These findings enhance our understanding of the
genetic diversity and transmission dynamics of S. aureus, particularly in the context of food
animals, which often serve as vehicles for human exposure.

2.	Additionally,  the  detection  of  resistance  to  commonly  used  antibiotics,  such  as  penicillin, erythromycin, and tetracycline, raises concerns about the potential emergence of multidrug- resistant strains in livestock markets. By documenting the absence of Panton-Valentine leukocidin genes and identifying specific virulence factors in certain clonal complexes, the study offers insights into pathogenicity and immune evasion strategies employed by S. aureus.

3.	This research is pivotal for guiding future surveillance programs, improving food safety, and informing antimicrobial stewardship policies in the livestock industry. Furthermore, the study provides a foundation for exploring the zoonotic implications of antimicrobial resistance and supports efforts to mitigate the public health risks associated with the transmission of resistant bacteria from animals to humans.
	1-The abstract includes Background, Objective, Methods, Results and
Conclusion separately.

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	•  The title is suitable in terms of being descriptive and informative, as it accurately reflects the study's focus on the molecular characteristics and spa-typing of Staphylococcus aureus in food animals in the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, Nigeria. However, it is somewhat lengthy and could be simplified to improve readability.

•  Genotypic and Spa-Type Analysis of Staphylococcus aureus Isolated from Food Animals in FCT, Nigeria"
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	1-The abstract includes Background, Objective, Methods, Results and Conclusion separately.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	•	The manuscript "Molecular Characteristics and Spa-Types of Staphylococcus aureus Isolated from Selected Food-Animals in the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja-Nigeria" is scientifically correct due to its clear objective, appropriate study design, comprehensive methodology, robust results and interpretation, and scientific significance.
•	The study uses standard bacteriological techniques, antimicrobial susceptibility testing, and  advanced molecular  tools.  The  findings  on  antimicrobial resistance  patterns  and  molecular  diversity  are  well- analyzed and tied to relevant genes.
•	However, suggestions for improvement include further statistical analysis, more comparisons with similar studies globally, and greater ethical and methodological transparency.
•	The manuscript is scientifically sound and addresses an important issue at the intersection of veterinary science and public health.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	✓   The references provided in the manuscript are comprehensive and appear to support the research effectively. They include key studies on Staphylococcus aureus epidemiology, antimicrobial   resistance,   and   molecular   characterization,   which   are   essential   for validating the findings. However, a few observations and suggestions can enhance the reference section:

✓   Strengths:
✓   Recent References: Many references, such as those from 2023 and 2024, ensure the research is backed by up-to-date data and methodologies.
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	✓   Diversity: The references include studies from different regions and contexts, which help provide a global perspective.
✓   Relevance: Most references are directly related to S. aureus and its characteristics in animals and humans, aligning well with the study's aim.

✓   Assessment of Sufficiency:
✓   The references are sufficient to support the study's findings, but adding a few more related to spa-typing, zoonotic transmission, and surveillance could provide a broader context. If you would like, I can help integrate specific citations or rewrite the references section to align with any required format (e.g., APA, Vancouver, etc.).

Important note
In scientific articles, when writing sources using numbers inside brackets, these numbers are arranged according to the order in which the source is mentioned in the text. Here is the general way to write sources in this way:

First mention of the source: When the source is mentioned for the first time in the text, a reference number is placed in brackets after the quotation or reference to the source. This number reflects the order of the source in the reference list.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Yes, it is suitable, as it is written in English, which is a global language.
	

	Optional/General comments
	The essay should be written in a concise manner, ensuring Typing  a clear structure.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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