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	PART  1: Review Comments



	Compulsory REVISION comments


	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. Why do you like (or dislike) this manuscript? A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This work reports on one of the well-known group of toxigenic fungi (Aspergillus) and their toxins. From review of literature, climate change will affect these fungi and the production of their toxins. This report tries to corelate the effects of the different Agro-Ecological Zone on the growth of Aspergillus species and the production of aflatoxins. Furthermore, it will give a estimated exposure data of the Cameroonian population to the effects of aflatoxins which is scarce in literature.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Not really. 

Spp. Should not be abbreviated in the title.

Suggested title: The biodiversity of Aspergillus species and aflatoxin contamination in stored cereals and legumes in Cameroon.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Lines 9-10: The statement….…Aspergillus spp. cause losses of up to 25% of world agricultural production………

Verify and rephrase this statement, this is because FAO reported 25% of world agricultural products are contaminated with mycotoxins and not Aspergillus spp.


	

	Are subsections and structure of the manuscript appropriate?
	Not really. 

Keywords: Some keywords need to be replaced.

 Aspergillus spp; aflatoxins; cereals; legumes; Cameroon.

Introduction

Lines 39-40: ‘Among the most frequently incriminated molds, the Aspergillus genus is by far the most prevalent’. 

Please can you provide a reference for this statement.

Materials and Methods

Lines 105-106: The relative humidity of the seeds was determined from a 100 g sample of each specimen placed in the oven at 75°C and maintained for 3 minutes.

Why the set temperature and duration? A reference is therefore needed. The mark and serial number of the oven should be stated too.

Aflatoxin extraction and purification

The extraction kit and materials were not clearly detailed and referenced, as well as purification processes, can this be addressed please.

Molc caracterisation

It should be mold characterisation; can you correct it please.

Results

Lines 206-207: The absence of any correlation in soybeans suggests that this parameter indirectly influences aflatoxin levels. 

This statement needs to be rephrased, positive or negative corelation implies directly or indirectly respectively, while the value describes the extent of the relationship (weak or strong). 

Line 108: The total aflatoxin content of grains (Fig. 2)……..Incomplete statement.

Table v: Foodstuff has been listed in French, can this be corrected?

Table I title should be above the table and not below. In all sections, all the figures, tables need to be mentioned in the text. Figure should not be appreciated (not Fig.)

Discussion

This section is insufficiently discussed, the references are outdated.

From literature review, which rainfall and temperature values are optimum for Aspergillus spp. growth, proliferation and production of mycotoxins, which AEZ has similar climatic conditions for these species and/or their toxins ? Discuss and relate these aspects.

What are the regulatory limits of AF in the different foodstuff you studied in Cameroon, to what extend and proportion did the results exceed or within these limits. Discuss in that line

If they are no set regulatory limits, results could be compared to those of the EU, USA or Codex Alimentarius. 

No mention of storage conditions was made in relation to the effects of growth of mold and production of aflatoxins, which is an important factor.

Choose one style of paragraphing; either  indented style or the block style and not both, the block style is recommended.
	

	Please write a few sentences regarding the scientific correctness of this manuscript. Why do you think that this manuscript is scientifically robust and technically sound? A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	Major revision is required to improve the quality of the manuscript scientifically. Methodology needs to be clear and well referenced.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.

-
	More references are needed especially in the methodology section while in the discussion section, apart from insufficient references, most of the references were old and outdated and needs to be replaced. 

Nji et al., 2024, 2022a, b, c & d.
	

	Minor REVISION comments

Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	No, it needs to be edited.


	

	Optional/General comments


	The colony forming units of the different Aspergillus species should be presented per sample per AEZ to show the intensity and biodiversity even in the appendix section.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No
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