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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The work is really interesting and very important. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, Add ‘West Africa’ in it.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Reviewer’s Comments to the Authors:

This is a very interesting and well-composed article. However, I have a few suggestions for improvement.

The study location is in Côte d'Ivoire, which I found to be in West Africa upon searching online. For the benefit of international readers who may not be familiar with this country, please specify that the study was conducted in West Africa.

In the abstract, the very first statement appears somewhat contradictory to the following sentence, which mentions that the impact is poorly understood. I recommend revising this section for better clarity and logical flow.

The sentence “Savanna excluded from fire since 60 years old. It demonstrated that ant communities of this savanna excluded from fire tend to be similar to ant communities of gallery forest” is repetitive of the earlier statement and may be omitted.

Including field photographs that clearly distinguish the three selected habitats would greatly enhance reader understanding and visualise the context of the study.

I appreciate the authors for acknowledging this work as baseline data and for expressing their commitment to further studies building upon this foundational understanding.

Additionally, I have one general question that I hope the authors could reflect upon. In the case of passive traps, the surface area accessible for ants within 1 sq. m may vary considerably between habitats, potentially influencing collection efficiency. For instance, in burned areas the surface area will be less, while in unburned habitats with denser grass cover, the surface area will be high, thereby lowering the probability of ants encountering traps. Could the authors comment on this possible sampling bias among the habitats?
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	Yes
It would be great if you can incorporate this reference;

Devi, R., Tholkudiyil, S.R., Naduvalloor, T., Jithu Unni Krishnan, Thavalathadathil Velayudhan Sajeev; (2025) Evaluating insect assemblages in the tropical forest ecosystem of the Southern Western Ghats: a comparative analysis of standardised sampling strategies employing field-tested protocols. Biologia 80, 1717–1729. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11756-025-01919-2
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	Can consider the article to publish once the aforesaid modifications were made. 
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