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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript fills a gap in the literature regarding the study area. The study provides good data supported by ANOVA, that helps us understand better the effects of coal mining on the soils of the area. This data could prove useful in future studies and reclamation of the same or similar areas.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is well written and comprehensible.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	2.1 “Red and lateritic soils, predominant in the area, are inherently low in organic matter, phosphorus, and nitrogen but rich in iron and aluminum.” Needs a citation
The whole ‘Recommendations’ section needs some citations in general.
 “Introducing fast-growing native plant species can accelerate stabilization of exposed overburden and promote gradual carbon accumulation.” ; “Regular incorporation of compost or farmyard manure is advised to replenish depleted nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium levels.” ; “Establishing buffer vegetation zones around active mining sites would help reduce erosion and minimize contamination of adjacent agricultural lands.” This all need a citation.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
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	Optional/General comments


	The text is well written and comprehensible; however, I’d add more details in the 2.2 section. Where the samples spots chosen randomly? Two samples of different depth were taken at the same spot, or all 4 samples of a sample group were taken at different spots? This needs clarification. I think it would also be nice to have a map or a geo-referenced position of where the samples were taken.

Table 3 needs the standard deviation values for all parameters shown in table 2.

Paragraph 3.5 needs some more details such as the composition of the “mining dust”, also a consideration could be added about the availability of Zn, Fe and Cu in strongly acidic soils.
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