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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides valuable insights into the genetic architecture of blast resistance in rice by identifying and characterizing defence-related genes located within a key QTL region on chromosome 7. By integrating GWAS signals with in-silico functional annotation, the study highlights several high-priority candidate genes—such as WRKY, MYB, ERF transcription factors, and FAD2 desaturases—that may contribute to durable and broad-spectrum disease resistance. These findings offer a strong foundation for future functional genomics studies and accelerate the development of blast-resistant cultivars through marker-assisted breeding. Overall, the work contributes significantly to global food security efforts by improving understanding of resistance mechanisms against one of the most destructive rice diseases.
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