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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	· Addresses key post-harvest pathogens causing significant losses in Khasi mandarin, a vital regional citrus crop.

· Identifies Penicillium italicum as the dominant pathogen and evaluates inoculation methods critical for disease study.

· Provides foundation for improved storage and disease control to extend shelf life and reduce economic loss.

· Supports sustainable management options including biocontrol and eco-friendly coatings.

· Enhances understanding critical for boosting Khasi mandarin productivity and export potential.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	· Slightly reducing methodological detail to maintain conciseness.

· Emphasizing the broader significance of findings for sustainable agriculture and export potential more explicitly.

· Ensuring that technical terms are minimized or briefly explained for accessibility.

· Confirming that all critical results, such as the highest disease severity method and seed infection impact, are highlighted succinctly.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Overall, the research is methodologically correct and credible.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Partially.
The manuscript includes several relevant references but lacks key modern studies (2020–2024) and some foundational international literature needed for a strong scholarly article.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	No.,The current language of the article is not yet suitable for scholarly communication and requires significant revision to meet journal publication standards.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· Add missing methodological details, especially molecular identification and statistical analysis.

· Standardize formatting, scientific names, and reference style.

· Strenthen the Discussion with more recent global literature.

· Improve English clarity and remove grammatical inconsistencies.

· Clarify sample size, replication, and experimental design for stronger scientific validity.
Major corrections:
Lines 14–27 (Abstract): Break long sentences; correct species capitalization.

Lines 16–23 (Introduction): Correct capitalization; remove URL from text.

Lines 49–64: Clarify isolation and identification steps; add stereomicroscope details.

Lines 68–72: Add missing molecular identification protocol.

Lines 85–90: Add injection depth and needle gauge.

Lines 96–101: Align DSI measurement timeline with final Results section.

Lines 127–140: Add statistical analysis to frequency data.

Lines 204–218: Include standard deviations for DSI values.

Lines 257–270: Clarify seed infection replication details.

Lines 359–364: Remove irrelevant “patient consent” section.
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