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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript holds considerable importance for the scientific community, as it validates key SSR markers linked to anaerobic germination tolerance and provides new insights into the genetic diversity of deepwater rice (Bao) from Assam. By confirming marker–trait associations in locally adapted landraces, the study bridges a critical gap between global QTL mapping and region-specific breeding applications. Its findings have direct implications for marker-assisted selection and the development of flood-resilient, direct-seeded rice varieties. The work also contributes to conserving and utilizing indigenous germplasm, thus enhancing the sustainability and genetic resilience of rice cultivation under climate-induced flooding stress.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes it is. 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes it is. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The study is scientifically correct, methodologically sound, and contributes meaningful information to rice genetics and stress-tolerance breeding.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are sufficient and include several recent and relevant studies from 2019–2025.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes it is suitable. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is well structured and clearly written, with appropriate figures and tables that support the findings. Minor language polishing could further improve fluency and readability, and the authors may consider briefly expanding the discussion on the practical integration of these validated markers into breeding pipelines. Overall, it is a solid and valuable contribution to rice genetics and stress-tolerance research.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No there are not. 
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