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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is significant for the scientific community as it provides valuable insights into effective weed management practices for direct-seeded rice, a system gaining importance due to labor and water constraints. By comparing different herbicidal and manual methods, the study identifies the most efficient and economical approach—sequential application of Pretilachlor and Bispyribac sodium—for maximizing yield and minimizing weed competition. These findings contribute to sustainable rice production by enhancing resource use efficiency and reducing dependency on manual labor. Moreover, the results offer practical guidance for agronomists, researchers, and farmers seeking to improve productivity under changing climatic and economic conditions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript includes a comprehensive list of references covering foundational and region-specific studies on weed management in rice. However, most of the cited works date from the 1990s to the early 2010s, with only a few from 2015–2016. While these provide a strong historical context, the reference list would benefit from including more recent studies (post-2018) to reflect current advancements in herbicide technology, integrated weed management, and sustainable agriculture practices.

Suggestions for additional references:

Chauhan, B. S. (2020). Advances in weed management in direct-seeded rice: A review. Crop Protection, 134, 105174.

Mahajan, G., & Chauhan, B. S. (2021). Integrated weed management approaches for sustainable rice production in Asia. Agronomy, 11(2), 356.

Singh, M., Yadav, R., & Kumar, V. (2019). Weed dynamics and productivity of rice under different herbicide combinations and sowing methods. Indian Journal of Weed Science, 51(3), 213–219.

Kumar, V., & Ladha, J. K. (2020). Weed management strategies to enhance productivity of direct-seeded rice systems. Agricultural Reviews, 41(4), 319–329.

Including these newer sources would strengthen the manuscript’s relevance and align it with current research trends in sustainable and precision weed management.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	Overall, this manuscript is well-structured and provides detailed experimental data supporting its conclusions. The research design, including multiple herbicide combinations and control treatments, is appropriate and scientifically sound. However, the manuscript could be improved by refining the language for clarity, shortening repetitive explanations in the results section, and improving the formatting of tables and figures for better readability. Including recent literature, as suggested, would also enhance the study’s relevance and impact. Finally, the authors may consider a more concise discussion that directly connects the findings with broader implications for sustainable rice cultivation and future research directions.
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