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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses the comparative efficacy of two biofungicides (NECO and ASTOUN) and a synthetic fungicide (Callomil Super) for managing Phytophthora palmivora-induced black pod rot in cocoa. Since Côte d'Ivoire is the world’s leading cocoa producer, this study provides valuable insights into sustainable plant disease management and supports the shift toward environmentally friendly pest control. The findings contribute to integrated pest management strategies and are relevant to both researchers and field practitioners in tropical agriculture.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is clear and accurately reflects the content of the study.

Alternative (optional): “Comparative Field Evaluation of Plant-Based Biofungicides and Synthetic Fungicide in Controlling Cocoa Black Pod Rot (Phytophthora palmivora) in Côte d’Ivoire.”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is well-structured, summarizing objectives, methods, results, and conclusions. However, it could be improved by briefly mentioning the statistical significance of findings and specifying the climatic factors that influenced disease incidence. Overall, it effectively conveys the research purpose and outcomes.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the experimental design (complete randomized block design) and statistical analysis (ANOVA with Newman–Keuls test) are appropriate and well described. The results are clearly presented and logically interpreted. The manuscript demonstrates scientific soundness, although minor improvements in figure labeling and unit consistency are recommended.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient and include recent studies up to 2025. However, the inclusion of 1–2 additional references on sustainable cocoa disease management or biological control in tropical systems (e.g., recent FAO or Frontiers in Plant Science papers) could further strengthen the discussion.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the English language is generally clear and readable, with only minor grammatical inconsistencies (e.g., article usage and plural forms). A light proofreading by a native or professional editor would improve fluency.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Recommendation:  Minor Revision

Justification: The manuscript is scientifically sound, clearly presented, and contributes meaningfully to sustainable disease management in cocoa. Minor improvements in language and figure presentation are needed before publication.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No ethical issues are identified. The study was conducted on plants under standard experimental conditions without human or animal subjects.
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