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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Coal accounts for about 75% of the Global fossil energy resource, the over exploitation of this resource has brought about various detrimental impact on the ecosystem, ranging from soil quality deterioration, simplification of plant community structures and also on the overall effect on ecosystem services. A study of this nature is scholarly, so as to ascertain the implication of coal mining on soil quality viz-a-viz ecosystem services.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Soil Quality Assessment under Open-cast Coal Mining in the Gayatri Coal Mines, Surajpur, Chhattisgarh, India
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract needs to be reworked to show clearly the methods employed in collecting soil samples i.e how many surface and sub-surface samples were collected at each point, how were they collected, what sampling technique was adopted in collecting the soil samples at each point, were the samples at each point collected systematically or randomly and if randomly how random was the sampling. There is need to employ at least one or two parametric statistics to test for variations in the concentration of soil quality parameter assessed, I will suggest a one-way Analysis of Variance so as to test for variation within and between sites. And before doing that the author should ensure the soil quality data meets all the assumptions of a parametric test i.e normality and homoscedasticity. Principal Component Analysis will also be suitable in this study so as to point out those parameters significantly affected by the activity of the coal mining. The author should also consider using descriptive statistics such as mean and standard deviation in presenting the results. Results of the control sites are also lacking in the abstract, there should be a comparison between mine sites and control sites to ascertain lucidly the impact of mining on the soil quality.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The author can do better.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The currency of citations in this work is also a major concern as so many recent works exists on the ecological implications of coal mining on soil quality. So, the author should be encouraged to ensure that at least 70-80% of citations in the work are from sources published within the last 10 years.
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	The author did an amazing work but more could still be done to improve the quality of the study. i.e the point coordinates of soil sample sites should be provided, this could be augmented with a map showing the various points where soil samples were taken. Also, the statistical analysis needs to be improved upon, the statistics used and credibility of the results is questionable. Inferential statistics is expected to be employed in such a study. 
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