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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Studying the impact of open-cast coal mining on soil fertility is essential as it reveals the extent of terrestrial ecosystem degradation caused by intensive industrial activities. It also provides a scientific basis for land reclamation and sustainable environmental management.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is suitable, but the author is advised to change it to:
Soil Degradation and Nutrient Imbalance Induced by Open-Cast Coal Mining in the Gayatri Coalfield, Chhattisgarh, India
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract lacks a clear research objective as it mainly describes results without explaining why the study was conducted or what scientific gap it addresses.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The paper is good; however, the author should address the following points:

1. Add a map or satellite image showing the study area and the exact sampling locations.

2. Include advanced statistical analysis or significance testing between sites and soil depths.

3. The discussion section lacks critical comparison and in-depth scientific interpretation of the results.

4. The academic writing style is good, but it needs more precise phrasing and avoidance of repetitive language.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are adequate and serve the purpose; however, the following issues should be addressed:

· Some analytical paragraphs in the Results and Discussion section lack citations, especially when explaining the causes of organic carbon reduction or soil acidification, as no supporting references are provided.

· The (Implications for Reclamation) section includes practical recommendations (use of organic fertilizers, microbial inoculants, and native plants) without citing studies that have tested or demonstrated the effectiveness of these approaches.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language of the manuscript is good.
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