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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is quite important for scientists working on soil improvement and water management, especially in regions like Sierra Leone that face water scarcity issues. It shows how biochar, made from common crop wastes, can significantly boost how much water the soil can hold. This research gives farmers practical, sustainable solutions for farmers to cope with dry spells and improve their crop yields.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title, "Effect of Biochar Derived from Different Crop Residues on Soil Water Retention," is well suitable.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and covers the main points of the study well. It clearly states the problem, what was done, the key findings, and the conclusion. It would be better to briefly mention the range of biochar application rates (e.g., 0.2-0.8 g/10g soil) used in the soil mixtures to give readers a better sense of the experimental scale. Also, explicitly stating that the performance of biochar in soil mixtures did not always match its performance as a pure substance could be a suggested addition.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Based on the text provided, the manuscript appears scientifically correct. The methodology is well-described, the statistical analysis (ANOVA, polynomial modelling) is appropriate for the data, and the interpretation of results seems logical and supported by the presented data. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	While the paper includes very few recent references (around 2011-2014), a good number are older. For an up-to-date review, including more studies from the last 5-7 years, would strengthen the paper. Research in biochar application and soil science has advanced significantly, and newer findings have been explored. I is advised to refer more recent papers, especially by Dr Vishnu D Rajput and other popular researchers. I would also recommend the following reference.
· Rashwin, A.A., Dhevagi, P., Maheswari, M., Bharani, A., & Krishnaveni, A. (2025). Carbon sequestration: Soil and climate change. In The Science of Soil: Advancing Agronomy for Sustainable Farming (1st ed.). Emerald Publishing House. ISBN 978-93-95345-37-8
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language and English quality of the article are suitable for scholarly communications. The writing is clear, formal, and uses appropriate scientific terminology. It maintains a good flow and is easy to understand. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	The conclusion that biochar application is a sustainable approach to water management, especially when the right type like Pigeon pea biochar is selected, is well-supported by the findings and according to other similar papers. Still, you may consider adding some photographs and images from your research.
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