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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	1. Electrolyte and acid-base imbalances are early markers of chronic kidney disease (CKD), especially relevant in underserved rural populations. 
2. This study evaluates key biochemical parameters, the Electrolyte Stress Index (ESI), and clustering-based patient stratification in a rural Indian cohort. 

3. A cross-sectional study was conducted on 200 adults. 
4. ESI and cluster analysis offer promising, low-cost tools for early CKD risk stratification in resource-limited settings.
5. The study definitely helps the medical scientific community and policy makers to use this in rural areas where there is insufficiency of medical facilities and to effort the treatment cost.  
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	“Electrolyte and Acid-Base Disorders as Early Markers of CKD: A Cluster-Based Analysis in a Rural Indian Setting” can be more effective titled as "Electrolyte and Acid–Base Imbalances as Early Biomarkers of Chronic Kidney Disease: Cluster-Based Insights from Rural India"
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract of the article is comprehensive
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are sufficient and recent
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, English quality of the article is suitable for scholarly communications


	

	Optional/General comments


	1. In introduction, lot of dash are used, remove those and put comma or full stop as per the suitability.
2. Conclusion is too short which can lead to misunderstanding. Its better to elaborate that. In my opinion it should be like this. “This study underscores that electrolyte and acid–base derangements serve as sensitive early markers of renal impairment, even before overt decline in eGFR becomes evident. Among the rural cohort, a high prevalence of hyponatremia, hyperkalemia, metabolic acidosis, and hyperuricemia reflected emerging subclinical kidney dysfunction. The strong inverse relationship between serum bicarbonate and creatinine levels highlights the clinical utility of simple biochemical profiling for early detection. The Electrolyte Stress Index (ESI), particularly at thresholds ≥15, demonstrated good specificity in identifying individuals at risk of renal compromise, while k-means clustering effectively stratified participants into metabolically distinct phenotypes, revealing hidden high-risk groups.

Collectively, these findings suggest that ESI-based screening and unsupervised cluster modeling can serve as practical, low-cost diagnostic adjuncts for early CKD risk prediction in resource-constrained settings. Integrating these tools into primary healthcare frameworks may enable timely identification, targeted interventions, and prevention of CKD progression among underserved rural populations in India.”
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	Yes, ethical issues are there in the manuscript because human volunteers were used in the study. Nothing was written in the manuscript regarding ethical approval. 
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