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	PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This well-written, scientifically solid work discusses Lassa fever and its haematological implications, a significant public health concern. The study adds to the corpus of knowledge on disease prognosis and outcome determinants by offering useful data from a significant treatment facility in Nigeria. The results regarding leucoerythroblastic blood picture and mean platelet volume (MPV) as mortality indicators are especially pertinent for early clinical decision-making and settings with limited resources. For the management of infectious diseases, the article is important for researchers,
physicians, and legislators.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	
Yes, the title is succinct, descriptive, and appropriately reflects the study's purpose and population; no modifications are recommended.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	For the most part, Yes!. The background, goals, methodology, important findings, and conclusion are succinctly summarised in the abstract. The study design (case-control) should be highlighted in the first line, and the sample size and statistical techniques should be stated explicitly under "Methodology." A small edit is suggested: For clarity, include "This was a hospital-based case-control study involving 324 participants" early in the abstract.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes. The analysis, interpretation, and design of the study are suitable. ANOVA, Kruskal-Wallis, and Chi-square are pertinent and appropriately used statistical tests. The results are provided in tables
that are easy to understand.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Indeed, sufficient and pertinent. The references, which include important publications from 2018 to 2021, are mainly current and well mentioned. To improve the conversation, a few more recent papers (after 2022) should be taken into consideration.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Yes. Although small typographical and grammatical corrections will make the English easier to read, it is still clear and understandable. In general, it satisfies publication requirements.
	

	Optional/General comments
	This study offers useful insights into the haematological impacts of Lassa fever and is supported by solid scientific evidence. The conclusions are supported by statistics, and the debate is strongly connected to the scope of current literature. After a few minor formatting and clarity adjustments, the publication should be approved since it significantly advances our understanding of Lassa fever
mortality markers.

(Well-structured and relevant study. Only small improvements in clarity, language, and data formatting suggested.)
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?
	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
There are no significant ethical issues. The ISTH Ethical Committee granted ethical approval, and informed consent was appropriately recorded.
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