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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes a significant contribution to the scientific community by providing a focused, empirical analysis of the constraints faced by Small Tea Growers (STGs) in the distinct agro-climatic and socio-economic .

also  offers a clear, quantifiable prioritization of challenges such as price volatility and labour scarcity, which are critical for understanding livelihood decisions in this sector. 

The findings highlight the critical influence of regional specificities—such as the stabilizing effect of organic certification in Wayanad—thereby challenging one-size-fits-all policy approaches. 
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	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The conclusion in the abstract slightly repeats the results. It could be made more concise by focusing on the overarching finding—the critical regional differences in constraints and their consequences.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound and methodologically correctfor a study of this nature.
The study could be slightly strengthened by reporting basic socio-demographic data of the respondents  to provide more context about the sample population. However, its absence does not invalidate the core findings.
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