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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript offers a practical and field-relevant method for identifying drought-tolerant sesame genotypes using leaf water-holding capacity. It highlights the importance of phenological stages in drought response and provides valuable germplasm for breeding programs. The findings contribute useful physiological insights for improving sesame resilience under climate stress.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	· Consider adding one sentence about the significance for breeding programs.

· WHC values (e.g., minimum WHC S) can be briefly mentioned for clarity.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	· The sentence “Twelve Sesamum indicum L. accessions… were used in this study” appears twice in the Methodology section. Delete one instance.

· WHC values mentioned in the Discussion (e.g., “below 48%”) do not match Table 2 data (flowering WHC is 63–78%).
→ Correct these mismatched numbers to maintain scientific accuracy.

· Mention statistical tests used (ANOVA, standard error, LSD/DMRT).Add missing units in equations or ensure all variables are explained (e.g., M₀, Mₜ, Mdry).

· Specify dehydration conditions more clearly (temperature, airflow, light conditions).

· Add 1–2 lines linking WHC stability to yield or agronomic performance.

· Briefly relate findings to previous sesame studies (Anjum 2017; Dossa 2017).

· Convert decimal commas to decimal points (e.g., 78,33 → 78.33), depending on journal style.

· Standardize terms: use either WHC or Water-Holding Capacity consistently.

Add one sentence about the practical application in breeding or climate-resilient agriculture in the conclusion
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	· Yes. Older foundational sources (Nichiporovich, Barrs & Weatherley) are acceptable.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Grammatical improvement is necessary
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