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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The literature gap is not mentioned.

The analysis is very simple, and it needs a longer period.

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	yes
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	· There are paragraphs without any references, such as the first paragraph in introduction page 2
· The literature review is not proper: the author/s should revise all the research that discusses this issue and clearly represent the literature gap, as there is a lot of research discussed this topic before.
· To count on one year only before the pandemic is a very short period. I suggest increasing the period from 2016 to 2024.  

· A table for the data sources should be included for each indicator


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are recent, however, not sufficient at all. (14 references)
· Bal, D. P., Sucharita, S., Sethi, N., & Mohanty, S. (2025). Is Public Debt Sustainable in Indian States? An Empirical Insight. Journal of the Knowledge Economy, 16(2), 8358-8373.
· Renjith, P. S., & Antony, S. (2025). Sustainability and Growth Implications of Sub-National Fiscal Choices in India: A Case of Kerala. In India's Public Finance and Policy Challenges in the 2020s (pp. 65-82). Singapore: Springer Nature Singapore.
· Sabu, A., & Mohandas, V. (2025). The Impact of International Remittances on Public Debt Sustainability in Kerala: Evidence from the FMOLS Approach. Statistics, Politics and Policy, (0).
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Some sentences required revision, such as “Comparative reviews show Kerala’s pace of debt reduction faster than several similar states, thanks to higher revenue mobilisation and prudent expenditure management.” This sentence requires put is before faster 
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