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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides the first serological evidence of Hepatitis B-like virus (HBLV) circulation in domestic pigs in Côte d’Ivoire. Sero-epidemiological studies are vital for monitoring the cyclical trends of disease over time, guiding infection prevention, and preparing control strategies through effective public health interventions. Understanding the occurrence of HBLV in traditional pig farms contributes to the growing field of zoonotic viral hepatitis and may help assess the potential for interspecies transmission. The findings are important for public health surveillance, particularly in rural communities where humans and animals live in close contact. This study also fills a significant data gap in West Africa and offers a baseline for future molecular and epidemiological investigations.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is clear, concise, and accurately reflects the study’s content and findings.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is brief comprehensive and well structured. It effectively summarizes the objectives, methods, results, and conclusions. It can include a brief statement on the potential zoonotic relevance of the findings in the conclusion. And also specify the total number of villages or farms sampled to give clearer context for readers.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes. The study design, methodology (ELISA-based serological testing), and statistical analysis are appropriate and scientifically valid. The interpretation of results is consistent with the data presented. However, inclusion of molecular confirmation (PCR or sequencing) in future work would strengthen the findings.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Most references are relevant, recent and adequate. However, inclusion of a few more recent studies (2020–2024) on HBV-like viruses in animal reservoirs (e.g., swine, bats, and primates) would enhance the discussion section. Including seroprevalence data for other hepatitis types significantly strengthens a manuscript by providing a more comprehensive picture of the public health burden. 
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	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the manuscript is well written and clear. Minor grammatical and stylistic revisions could further improve readability.


	

	Optional/General comments


	The study provides valuable baseline serological data on HBLV infection in pigs in Côte d’Ivoire and highlights a potentially important animal health and zoonotic issue. Future further studies could include genomic characterization and risk assessment for human exposure to strengthen the public health implications.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No ethical issues were identified. The study involved only animal serum samples collected with the consent of local farmers, and sampling was performed following national animal welfare guidelines. If applicable, ethical approval can obtain from the institutional animal ethics committee (IAEC).
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