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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The​‍​‌‍​‍‌​‍​‌‍​‍‌ manuscript demonstrates a breakthrough of the research community with a new enhanced routing protocol (EZ-SEP) which essentially solves the problems of lower energy consumption and longer network life in wireless sensor networks for a very long time. This work is a more complete and environmentally friendly alternative to the Z-SEP-like heterogeneous protocols that are already available by the combination of the modified cluster-head selection, multi-hop communication, and threshold-based reactive transmission. The simulation results show that the stability period, residual energy, and throughput are improved significantly, thus there is a strong indication that the proposed method can be used to extend the performance of WSNs in the real world. The manuscript, in general, is an important milestone in the continuous quest for the reliable and energy-efficient communication strategies for sensor deployments in hostile or remote ​‍​‌‍​‍‌​‍​‌‍​‍‌areas.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the current title, “Enhanced Zonal Stable Election Protocol for Wireless Sensor Network,” is generally appropriate and reflects the core focus on improving ZSEP for WSNs.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The​‍​‌‍​‍‌​‍​‌‍​‍‌ abstract is in general very detailed and it explains clearly the problem of energy shortage in heterogeneous wireless sensor networks, the constraints of ZSEP, the main concepts of EZ-SEP, and the fact that the scheme was validated through MATLAB simulations. It provides a good overview to the readers of what has been done and why it is important.

Still, I would propose a few changes instead of the major additions. You may slightly shorten the description of the existing ZSEP scheme and refrain from repeating sentences like "this also depletes the energy of the nodes", thus keeping those implementation details for the main text. Instead of that additional detail, it would be more useful to the abstract to state one or two quantitative performance improvements (for instance, percentage improvements in network lifetime or throughput over ZSEP) as this gives a clearer idea of the impact. At last, you could possibly shorten the abstract by referring to all acronyms once (e.g., WSN, BS, CH, EZ-SEP) and by merging a couple of long sentences so that the abstract is easier to read and still includes the motivation, method, and key ​‍​‌‍​‍‌​‍​‌‍​‍‌results.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
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	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	yes
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No issue.
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