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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides valuable insights into the prevalence, risk factors, and antimicrobial resistance patterns associated with urinary tract infections (UTIs) among outpatients at the Regional Annex Hospital of Dschang, Cameroon. It highlights the high prevalence of UTIs and the significant resistance of uropathogens to common antibiotics, particularly β-lactams, which is an important issue in the treatment of UTIs. The study also emphasizes the need for localized data on antibiotic resistance to guide empirical treatment and improve patient outcomes. By identifying key risk factors such as age, douching with detergents, interruption of antibiotic treatment, and the use of oral contraceptives, this research contributes to a better understanding of the factors that influence UTI susceptibility in the region. The findings are crucial for healthcare providers, policymakers, and researchers in managing and preventing UTIs, particularly in settings where antibiotic resistance is becoming a growing concern.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title, "Prevalence, antimicrobial susceptibility pattern and risk factors associated with urinary tract infections among suspected outpatients at the Regional Annex Hospital of Dschang, West Cameroon," is informative but quite long. A more concise and engaging title could better capture the essence of the study while maintaining clarity.

Suggested Alternative Title:
"Prevalence, Antimicrobial Resistance, and Risk Factors for Urinary Tract Infections Among Outpatients at the Regional Annex Hospital of Dschang, Cameroon"
This revised title simplifies the original one while still conveying the key components of the study: prevalence, antimicrobial resistance, and associated risk factors.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract of the manuscript is generally comprehensive, but it could benefit from some refinements to improve clarity and depth. The methodology section mentions the use of "clean catch mid-stream non-duplicated urine samples," but could benefit from further explanation regarding the sample size and inclusion/exclusion criteria for better context. Additionally, mentioning the statistical analysis methods, such as the use of SPSS and logistic regression for risk factor association, would strengthen the description of the study's robustness. The key findings, including the prevalence of UTIs, common pathogens, and antimicrobial resistance patterns, are mentioned, but the significant prevalence of multidrug-resistant bacteria (38.37%) and the strong associations with risk factors such as antibiotic interruption and oral contraceptive use should be more explicitly highlighted. Finally, the conclusion could be expanded to reflect the broader implications of the study, emphasizing the importance of targeted prevention strategies and the need for localized antimicrobial resistance data. Overall, the abstract is informative but could benefit from more specific details and a clearer structure.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound and correct in terms of its objectives, methodology, and analysis. The study follows an appropriate cross-sectional design for investigating the prevalence, risk factors, and antimicrobial susceptibility patterns of uropathogens in suspected urinary tract infection (UTI) patients. The sample size of 173 patients is adequate for drawing meaningful conclusions about UTI prevalence and resistance patterns. The methodology, including the collection of urine samples, bacterial identification using biochemical tests, and antibiotic susceptibility testing via the disk diffusion method, is well-established and appropriate for this type of study.

The results are presented clearly, showing the most commonly isolated bacteria (E. coli, Klebsiella spp., and Staphylococcus spp.) and the high resistance rates, particularly to β-lactams and third-generation cephalosporins. The association of risk factors such as fever, douching with detergents, and interruption of antibiotic treatment with UTI occurrence is appropriately analyzed using logistic regression.

However, the manuscript could provide more detail on the statistical methods used, particularly in terms of handling missing data and the rationale for selecting specific antibiotics for susceptibility testing. Additionally, the study could benefit from a more explicit discussion of the limitations, such as the relatively short duration of the study and the lack of molecular tools for detecting resistance genes, which could affect the completeness of the findings. Overall, the manuscript is scientifically accurate but could be strengthened with additional methodological details and a clearer discussion of limitations.
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