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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The study is important because it establishes height-diameter relationships for sacred grove forests, contributing valuable data to improve biomass estimation and carbon stock modeling. It also demonstrates the potential of advanced AI algorithms, such as XGBoost and Random Forest, for ecological applications in complex, heterogeneous forest systems. The findings enhance understanding of tree allometry and can support climate change mitigation strategies and culturally sensitive forest management practices.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable. No change is necessary.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and well-written. It clearly presents the background, objectives, methods, results, and implications of the study. The inclusion of key statistical indicators such as R², RMSE, and AIC strengthens its scientific clarity. Only minor stylistic refinement could improve flow, but content-wise, it is adequate.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound. The authors applied established field methods for data collection and appropriate statistical and AI modelling techniques. Model evaluation metrics were correctly applied and interpreted. The manuscript shows coherence between the objectives, methods, results, and conclusions. No major methodological errors were found.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are current, relevant, and sufficient. They include both foundational studies and recent works (2018–2025) covering nonlinear modelling, height–diameter relationships, and AI applications in forestry. A few additional regional studies on West African forest allometry could further contextualize the work, but this is optional.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language is clear and academically appropriate. The manuscript demonstrates a professional tone and consistent use of technical terminology. Minor grammatical polishing could improve readability, but overall, the writing quality is suitable for publication.
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