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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important to the scientific community because;
It will provide data on the levels of trace metal pollution (Pb, Cd, Cu, Zn, Cr) in market garden soils within Korhogo city, Côte d'Ivoire
The findings will offer a scientific basis for evaluating environmental quality, food safety risks and potential impacts on public health
It will also provide information that can support policymakers, researchers and environmental managers in designing effective monitoring and pollution mitigation strategies

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable because it stated clearly the subject (trace metal pollution), the elements studied (Pb, Cd, Cu, Zn, Cr) and the study area (market garden soils in Korhogo city, Côte d'Ivoire)
However, it can be rephrase as "Assessment of Trace Metal Contamination in Market Garden Soils of Korhogo City, Côte d'Ivoire"
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is not comprehensive. I suggest the addition of some points in the concluding part.
I suggest the final statement should address the indication of findings such as the need for monitoring and health concerns 
E.g These findings indicates the need for continuous monitoring of Cd contamination in market gardening soils to protect environmental quality and food safety

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct based on the sampling, analytical methods,  pollution assessment indices used and results provided 
1) Sampling design involves two seasons (dry and rainy), soil depth at 20 cm, composite samples, moderate number samples (about total of 60 samples) and use of GPS
2) Analytical method: Instrument used were VARIAN AA240FS flame atomic absorption spectrometry while aqua regia were used as digestion method 
3) Pollution assessment: indices involves Contamination Factor (CF), Geoaccumulation Index(Igeo), Pollution Load Index (PLI) and Ecological Risk Factor
4) Interpretation of results;
The work correctly states; the organic matter and high pH increase metal retention, the Cd contamination which is anthropogenic and is supported by UCC comparison, it also states the level of Pb, Cu, Zn, Cr which is below UCC suggesting natural sources and finally it states Cd ecological risk as moderate while others are low
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	Yes the manuscript has adequate number of references and also relevant sources 
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	Yes, the English is understandable 
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