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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript presents a comprehensive evaluation of heavy metal concentrations and geochemical partitioning in the sediments of the Qua Iboe River Estuary, a region significantly impacted by petroleum activities in southern Nigeria. The study contributes valuable data on sediment chemistry, pollution indices, and ecological risk, providing insights into the combined lithogenic and anthropogenic influences on estuarine environments.
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	Yes. The title is precise.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract succinctly summarizes the study’s objectives, methods, and key findings. However, it can be improved by adding specific numerical ranges for contamination or risk indices (e.g., CF, Igeo, PERI) and a concise concluding statement on the environmental implication or management relevance of the findings.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes. The manuscript is methodologically robust and scientifically valid. The sampling strategy, analytical procedures (ICP-MS, sequential extraction), and pollution assessment indices are appropriately selected and well explained.
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	Yes. The reference list is extensive and incorporates recent (2020–2025) publications, ensuring good contemporary relevance
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	Yes of the article suitable for scholarly communications and the language quality of article is scientific and logical flow.
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