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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is an important contribution to the scientific community because it offers a rare, interdisciplinary understanding of Nüshu, a writing system that uniquely bridges linguistics, anthropology, and ethnomusicology. By integrating phonetic, cultural, and musical analyses, it goes beyond earlier descriptive studies to reveal how sound, script, and social practice intertwine in women’s expressive traditions. The inclusion of fieldwork data and melodic transcription provides fresh empirical evidence that strengthens theoretical discussions on gendered literacy and cultural resilience. Overall, this work enriches cross-cultural research on language, identity, and intangible heritage, offering new insights into how marginalized communities innovate under social constraints.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title “Nüshu (女书): Linguistic, Socio-cultural, and Musical Characterization of a Unique Women’s Script” is well-crafted and highly appropriate for the manuscript.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is comprehensive and well-written. It clearly presents the study’s aims, context, and interdisciplinary focus. However, it can be slightly shortened by removing repetitive comparisons and adding one line about the new contribution (e.g., recent fieldwork or phonetic–melodic analysis). Ending with a concise statement on Nüshu’s significance as a living cultural system would make it even stronger.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct and well-grounded. It demonstrates strong command of linguistic, anthropological, and ethnomusicological concepts, supported by credible references and established theories. The historical background, phonetic description, and cultural analysis are consistent with existing research on Nüshu. Minor caution is advised only in a few comparative claims (e.g., dedabruli and “world’s only women’s script”), which could be phrased more cautiously. Overall, the work is accurate, methodologically sound, and academically reliable.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are adequate and relevant, covering key studies on Nüshu and related theories. However, adding a few recent works (2020–2023) on digital preservation, phonological analysis, and feminist semiotics would make the reference list more current and strengthen the paper’s relevance to ongoing research.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language and English quality are suitable for scholarly communication. The writing is clear, formal, and academically structured, with strong vocabulary and coherence. Minor edits for conciseness and repetition (mainly in the introduction) could improve flow, but overall, the manuscript meets the standards of academic English and is publication-ready.


	

	Optional/General comments


	Overall, this is an excellent and well-researched manuscript. It offers a rich interdisciplinary perspective that combines linguistics, anthropology, and ethnomusicology in a balanced way. The fieldwork-based insights and cultural interpretation add strong originality and depth. With minor tightening of repetitive sections and a few recent references, the paper will make a valuable contribution to studies on gendered literacy, cultural resilience, and intangible heritage.
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