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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study addresses critical gaps in knowledge on environmental contamination in the Niger Delta, focusing on Bonny Estuary, a key industrial and ecological site. By quantifying seasonal hydrocarbon loads in sediments and biota, the manuscript delivers valuable insights for aquatic pollution management, public health, and sustainable fisheries in a region heavily affected by oil-related activities. The results have direct implications for environmental policy and remediation strategies, especially in areas where local communities rely on fisheries for food security. Overall, the research advances both scientific understanding and applied solutions for hydrocarbon pollution in tropical estuarine systems.
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	The title accurately reflects the study's content concerning hydrocarbon contamination, seasonal variation, and ecological targets in Bonny Estuary. No changes are recommended.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract is comprehensive, detailing the methods, main findings, and implications of the study. For improvement, consider clarifying the analytical timeframe and sample sizes; also, briefly mention broader ecological impacts and recommended mitigation actions.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically robust, employing standard sampling, extraction, and analysis procedures (e.g., Soxhlet, GC-FID, GC-MS), and implementing adequate quality assurance measures (e.g., blanks, duplicates, recovery experiments). Statistical treatment and comparison with regulatory limits (NESREA, FAO/WHO) are consistently applied.
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	References are sufficient and up-to-date, spanning 2020–2025, with relevant regional and international sources. For additional citation depth, consider including recent reviews on hydrocarbon bioremediation in estuarine environments to frame policy recommendations.
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	The language is appropriate for scholarly communication, with clear structure and correct scientific terminology. Occasional minor editing of sentence flow and reduction of repetition in discussion sections could further enhance readability.
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