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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	      This manuscript provides valuable insights into the financial barriers that influence the adoption of drip irrigation technology among small-scale farmers in semi-arid regions, particularly Kitui County, Kenya. By highlighting both the initial investment and operational costs as significant factors, the study offers crucial evidence that can inform policy development and interventions aimed at overcoming these barriers. The findings are particularly relevant for agricultural stakeholders, development agencies, and governments, as they seek to enhance the resilience of smallholder farmers to climate variability and improve water-use efficiency. Overall, the research contributes to the broader discourse on sustainable agricultural practices and the adoption of innovative technologies in resource-constrained settings.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	      The title of the article is suitable as it clearly conveys the focus of the study. It specifies the central issue—financial barriers to adopting drip irrigation—and provides context by mentioning the key factors (initial investment and operational costs) and the geographical location (Kitui County, Kenya). This ensures that readers can easily understand the scope of the research and the target audience. The title is concise, informative, and effectively highlights the study's core themes.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	       The abstract of the article is generally comprehensive as it provides a clear overview of the study’s background, objectives, key findings, and implications.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	While the manuscript seems scientifically valid, it's essential to ensure the research design, data analysis, and interpretation are rigorously executed. Validating statistical results, citing relevant literature, and ensuring the findings align with the research questions will contribute to the scientific correctness of the paper.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Guidelines for References:

1. Sufficiency:

· Ensure that key literature related to drip irrigation adoption, financial barriers, and agricultural technology adoption is included. These should cover both global and local perspectives (Kenyan context, specifically) to give a balanced view.

· Include references that cover similar research on financial barriers, particularly in the context of small-scale or resource-constrained farmers in Sub-Saharan Africa or other developing countries.

· Consider including studies on the impact of subsidies, microfinance, and rural credit systems as solutions to financial barriers.

2. Recentness:

· The references should be up-to-date, particularly in the fields of agricultural technology adoption and financial barriers, which have seen developments in recent years.

· Ideally, focus on sources from the last 5-10 years, especially for global trends or new policy interventions that might be relevant to your study.

3. Additional References:

Studies on Financial Barriers to Drip Irrigation:

Rogers, E. M. (2003). Diffusion of Innovations (for theoretical grounding on adoption).

Hussain, I., & Hanjra, M. A. (2004). Irrigation and poverty alleviation: Review of the literature. Irrigation and Drainage, 53(1), 1-15.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	Nil
	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)


	


	Reviewer Details:



	Name:
	S.Rajaguru

	Department, University & Country
	Gandhigram Rural Institute, India


Created by: DR
              Checked by: PM                                           Approved by: MBM
   
Version: 3 (07-07-2024)


