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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	 The manuscript provides a comprehensive review on the role of fish morphometry and meristic studies and emerging concepts involved in the taxonomy. The authors attempted to provide a compilation of research works that spans from 2012 to 2024 and stressed the importance of habitat-driven morphological plasticity and ecological factors, particularly in riverine species and emphasized the need for standardized methodologies and integrated approaches to gain insights on conservation of freshwater fish resources. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, title is appropriate 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, absolutely, the abstract is comprehensive. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The MS summarizes research paper results from 2012 until 2024. In this case, more recent research that was conducted after 2021 was cited. My suggestion is to include more research works that have been carried out during 2012-15. This may give more meaningful findings that reflect the decadal changes in work patterns in freshwater fish studies. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Further references are required, which has been mentioned in the MS attached herewith. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	 The language is good. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	 1. The MS needs further addition of literature from 2012-2024 from Asia, Africa, and the Middle East as mentioned. The MS included fewer citations (from the year 2012-20), especially in case of fish morphometry or meristic studies, as well as molecular studies such as barcoding etc.
2. More molecular works based on integrative taxonomy have been published during the last decade and can be added to enrich the MS since it aims to give a comprehensive review of these aspects.
3. Methodological Challenges and Analytical Limitations: Under this section, the points can be given in bullet format.
4. As indicated, findings of more than thirty studies have been compiled for this review work but not included in the citation list. Please add if more relevant works are to be included. 
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