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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides important insights into how NGO-implemented skill development programs impact marginalized groups’ employability, financial independence, and social inclusion in a rapidly developing context like Bangladesh. It fills a notable gap where empirical evidence was previously limited about the effectiveness and challenges of non-formal vocational education initiatives in South Asia, supporting current debates on workforce development and poverty alleviation. The study’s qualitative approach brings forth participant and provider perspectives, enhancing understanding of implementation barriers such as skill mismatch, funding limitations, and inclusivity gaps. These findings contribute substantially to development policy, educational research, and practice, guiding stakeholders in designing more responsive and sustainable interventions.​


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title accurately reflects the study’s scope, methodology, and geographical focus. It is clear, informative, and suitable for the manuscript’s content and intended audience.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract comprehensively covers the purpose, methods, principal findings, challenges, and implications of the study. It might be improved by more explicitly summarizing the main barriers identified and the practical recommendations for policy and practice at the end. Emphasizing participant voices or quantitative outcomes, where available, would add further clarity.​


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript demonstrates sound scientific rigor. The methodology (qualitative interviews, FGDs, thematic analysis) is justified and transparently described. The analysis logically connects empirical observations to relevant theory (Human Capital, Transformative Learning), and results are critically discussed in line with existing literature. Ethical procedures, limitations, and contextual boundaries are acknowledged, supporting scientific integrity.​


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are generally sufficient, well-chosen from recent years, and relevant to the study context and framework. The list could be further strengthened by incorporating more comparative studies from other South Asian countries or international best practices in skill development (for example, additional works on TVET effectiveness or NGO capacity-building). Notable references are included from 2022-2024, supporting the manuscript’s currency.​


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is appropriate for scholarly communication, with clear structure and logical flow. However, there are minor issues with repetition, awkward phrasing, and occasional grammatical errors. More careful proofreading and stylistic refinement are recommended to enhance clarity, polish, and readability.​
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